Saint Elizabeth Regional School
December 2011

Dear Parents,

On Thanksgiving many parishioners of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary had the opportunity to
celebrate Thanksgiving liturgy with Bishop Barres as our main celebrant. It was wonderful to
have the Bishop with us to begin the day of thanks to God for God’s many blessings to us. I hope
each of you had time during the Thanksgiving holidays to enjoy family and friends.

The new Liturgical Year, which is called “The Year of Grace 2012”, began on November 26"
with the vigil of the first Sunday of Advent. The following Sundays and weekdays in December
afford us the opportunity to prepare for God’s great gift of Jesus to us on Christmas. Try to spend
some extra time in prayer during Advent to have your heart ready for the coming of Jesus at
Christmas.

The Santa Shop will be held on December 5" and 6" during school hours. Students will be able to
shop during the school day for small items for family Christmas gifts. The Home and School
Association is sponsoring their Winter Carnival on December 10". Please come and support this
event. Santa Claus will visit us during the carnival. If you have some free time please volunteer
to assist the HASA board members with the set up or clean up for this special event.

Our Christmas Concert is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14™ at 7 pm in the parish hall. All
students are expected to be in attendance at the concert. Come and join us and the students will
put you in the Christmas Spirit.

Please review the school dress code on pages 3 & 4 in the Parent/Student Handbook you received
at the “Back to School Night”. Many of the students are NOT COMPLYING with the dress
code. Be aware that the gym attire is a 4 piece outfit. Three pieces have the school logo — solid
blue shorts do not need the school logo. The other major concern is the style of shoe (ballet flats)
being worn by girls. There is no secure way of keeping the shoe on their feet. | addressed this
shoe issue in the April Newsletter and it was stated again in the Handbook as a type of shoe to be
avoided due to safety concern here at school.

Remember to visit the school website to be informed of school events - www.sercc.org/school

If you have any concerns or questions please feel free to call me — 610-264-0143.

Have a Blessed Christmas and know you will be remembered in my prayers during the Advent
and Christmas Season.

Merry Christmas and God bless you.

Sister Bonita



http://www.sercc.org/school

SCRIP FUNDRAISER

The Scrip/Gift Card fundraiser ended November 30"™. All orders and money were due that day. NO LATE
ORDERS will be accepted.

ADVENT VESPERS

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church will hold Advent Vespers on Sunday, December 11" at 5 pm.
Immediately following Vespers, is the Parish Appreciation Dinner. All church and school volunteers are invited
to attend. Please call the rectory office at 610-266-0695 by December 5", to make your reservations.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

program. Students in 8" grade will present i Li g ht o f. 7"tghde studéots willdrdvide the
technical and logistical aspect of the program and music will be provided by 5™ and 6™ grade
students. Students in grades K thru 6 will sing Christmas songs before the play begins.

Come join us in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, December 14™ at 7 pm for our annual Christmas . *

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE and SCHOOL CLOSURE

December 2 Noon Dismissal
December 23 1 pm Dismissal
December 26 — 30 School Closed
January 2 School Closed

Classes resume on Tuesday, January 3"

CONGRATULATIONS

We are pleased to announce that Sidney Smith was this year’s winner of the Fire Burn Prevention
Essay Contest sponsored by The Whitehall Township Fire Department. Great job Sidney — we’re
=1 ~\ proud of you.

Johnny Almocherki, Gretchen Johnson, Winnie Kern and Jillian Sverha have been offered scholarships to
attend classes at Baum School of Art. Super!

Devon Fogel (8) and Dillon West (7) were 2" place winners in the District 2 CYO Spelling Bee. Meranda
Jerjous (6) also participated.

Jenna Edelman and Jessica Jandres, 2009 graduates of Saint Elizabeth were inducted into the National Honor
Society at Bethlehem Catholic High School. Congratulations girls!

THANK YOU

Because of your generosity, we were able to fill 10 boxes with food for those in need at Thanksgiving.

The boxes went to school families, who are always grateful for our help. Without your outstanding

support and kindness, we would never have been able to perform this act of mercy. God Bless all of
youl!

Mrs. Yurish would like to thank everyone for the cards and well wishes they continue to send, along with their
prayers. She misses everyone and would like to wish everyone a very happy Thanksgiving.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

Our next dress down day is Friday, December 16". 1t’s red and green day. Wear your Christmas colors to
help celebrate the season. It’s only 50 cents to dress down for the day. An ice cream snack will be served in the
afternoon as children enjoy a movie!




BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION

Doing your holiday shopping online this year? Ordering photos from Snapfish or Shutterfly? Looking to send
a treat to a friend from Harry and David? Well you are in luck because you could easily earn eBoxTops for our
school by making a purchase from these websites. Choose from over 100 of your favorite retailers such as
Barnes and Noble, Kohl's and Best Buy. Here is what you need to do right now:

1. Go to btfe.com and sign up.

2. Go to the Marketplace and click on any store’s logo to start shopping on their website as you

normally would.

Our school will be electronically credited with eBoxTops from your purchase. Just like the regular Box Tops
each eBoxTop is worth 10 cents. This is such an easy way to earn money for our school. All you need to do is
sign up. Happy Shopping and Merry Christmas!

WELLNESS

Just to let you know — National Handwashing Awareness Week is December 4" thru the 10"

The 4 Principles of Hand Awareness
1. Wash your hands when they are dirty and before eating
2. DO NOT cough into your hands
3. DO NOT sneeze into your hands
4. Above all, DO NOT put your fingers into your eyes, nose or mouth

Follow these four simple steps to keeping hands clean:

1. Wet your hands with warm running water.

2. Add soap, then rub your hands together, making a soapy lather. Do this away from the
running water for at least 20 seconds, being careful not to wash the lather away. Wash the front and back
of your hands, as well as between your fingers and under your nails.

3. Rinse your hands well under warm running water. Let the water run back into the sink, not down to your
elbows.

4. Dry hands thoroughly with a clean towel. Then turn off the water with a clean paper towel and dispose
in a proper receptacle.

HASA NEWS

Don't miss it! The Winter Carnival is set for Saturday, December 10" from 11 am - 2 pm. Come

(:—j play some fun-filled games, make some Christmas crafts and have a great time with your friends. The

o ) cost is only $5.00 and includes your lunch, dessert and a visit from Santa. We are still in need of

7 adult volunteers to help set-up, run games, sell tickets and, of course clean up afterwards! Call
Mindy Brosious at 610-262-7143 or email her Mindybro@aol.com if you can help.

Our final event of the calendar year will be our annual Santa Shop. It is scheduled for Monday, December 6™
and Tuesday, December 7". Students will have the opportunity to do their Christmas Shopping for everyone
on their list.

SCHOOL BOARD NEWS

Welcome to our new School Board members: Mrs. Celeste Dee and Mr. John Pfeiffer. Thank you for offering
us your time and talents!

Mark your calendars now for our annual Spaghetti Dinner on January 28, 2012 to kick off Catholic Schools
Week. Tickets will go on sale the beginning of January. In addition to attending, why not volunteer in some
way to assist in making it a success?

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

We have Saint Elizabeth and Saint Mary Church ornaments for sale here at school. The cost is $5 which will go
into the school’s general operating fund. Please make checks payable to: Saint Elizabeth Regional School.


mailto:Mindybro@aol.com

SAINT MARY PARISH NEWS

On December 4™ all are invited to the Holiday Breakfast Buffet from 8:30 am to Noon. Cost is $8 for Adults;
$4 for children under ten. You can get your picture taken with Santa for $2 and there will be a Tricky Tray
event during the breakfast as well.

Monthly Bingo is scheduled for Sunday, December 11™. Doors open at Noon and bingo begins at 1 pm. As
always, the kitchen is open for business.

SAINT ELIZABETH ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

The Saint Elizabeth Athletic Association would like to thank everyone for their great support of our monthly
hoagie sales. Look for the next sale in January.

Good luck to all of our basketball players and cheerleaders as the seasons get started this month.

SCHOOL CLOSINGS

Well we had a taste of winter much too early this year. I'm sure you’d all agree with us on that.
However, winter weather and snow is just around the corner. We’d like to reiterate our “school
closing” policy. The policy pertains to early dismissal and on snow days when school is closed.

Tune your TV to WFMZ TV-Channel 69, or WPVI TV Channel 6 or you can find info on their websites at
www.wfmz.com or www.wpvi.com. You can also listen to the following radio stations B-104, WLEV-100.7,
WAEB-AM 790, and Cat Country 96.

Please look or listen for Saint Elizabeth Regional School. Our status is usually posted by 6 am.

Please check your Parent and Student Handbook for more information.

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING

May all the days of all the years
That God has still in store

Be filled with every joy and grace

To blss you more and more;
May hope of heart and peace of mind
Beside you ever stay,

And thatdods the golden wish |

For you, this Christmas Day!
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May the peace
of the Christ Child
be with you
at this most wonderful
time of the year!
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