
MASS INTENTIONS 
MASSES CAN BE SEEN AT SERCC.ORG 

 

MONDAY AUGUST 30 
 8:00 AM Adoration 
 9:00 AM People of the Parish 
TUESDAY AUGUST 31 
 9:00 AM Victor Joliat 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 
 9:00 AM Frank Yandrasitz 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 
 6:00 PM Adoration 
 7:00 PM Frank T. Amico 
FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 3 
 9:00 AM Enrollees of Memorial Fund 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 4 
 8:30 AM Vincent Fornieri 
 4:30 PM Mary Boyle 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 
 8:00 AM Bill Kaufmann 
 10:00 AM Frieda Yandrisevits 
 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please remember in your prayers all our parish family and friends who 

suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially: Margaret 
Bonenberger, Jill Brubaker, Sharon Brubaker, Jim Carlisle, Grace Conti, 
Cindy Cooper, Marie DalMaso, Rick Fitzgerald, Charles Fonzone, 
Victoria Gaffney, Wayne Glover, Joe Gnall, Skip Graham, Robert 
Hartzell, Ariella Jarrah, Gerald Kratzer, Anna Kaufmann, Jade 
Madden, Deacon Michael Meder, Amalie Meehan, Kathy Mitstifer, Steve 
O’Connor, Patricia Peapos, Kelly Redmond, Rich Pastorella, David 
Perenyi, Bob Sheehan. 
*NOTE: Our usual procedure for hospital information is 
unavailable. Please call church if you are admitted. 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion and find it 
difficult to join the Communion line, please let the 
ushers know and an Extraordinary Minister will 
bring communion to you. Low gluten hosts are 

available; prior to Mass go to the sacristy so the celebrant 
will know to prepare the host. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place in the 
Church on Monday before the 9 am Mass and 
Thursday evening before the 7 pm Mass. Please 

contact Wendy Ohlsen at 610-248-6648 if you have 
questions. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died. May their 
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

READINGS FOR 23RD
 SUNDAY OT 

First Reading: Isaiah 35: 4 – 7a 
Responsorial Psalm: 146 
Second Reading: St. James 2: 1 – 5 
Gospel: Mark 7: 31 – 37 

 

Parish Calendar of Regular Events (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) Bells 6 – 7 pm, Choir 7 – 8:30 pm 

Baptism Class – 3rd Thursday every other month 7 pm 
Bible Study – Wednesday 10 am in LMR* 
Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thursday (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR*  
Men of St. Elizabeth – 3rd Monday 7:30 pm LMR* 
Our Lady of Knots Novena – Tuesday & Thursday 
Parish Breakfast – 2nd Sunday (Nov to April) 8:30 – 11 am Hall 
Prayer Shawl – 2nd Wednesday 2 pm LMR* call Carolyn for details 
PREP – Mondays (Sept to April) 6 pm School 
RCIA – Tuesdays (Sept to April) 7 pm LMR* 
Toastmasters – 4th Monday 7 pm LMR 
Women’s Group – 2nd & 4th Sunday 6 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor. 
 

 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in 

support of the Haitian people requested by 
Diocese of Allentown. 

 

The Church Bells will ring this 
week in honor of teachers & students 
requested by the St. Elizabeth parishioners. 

 
 

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH SUMMER HOURS 
The parish office will be open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday throughout the summer. We 
will be closed Fridays until September 12th. 
Phone messages will be returned promptly. 
 

MASS INTENTION BOOK 

The 2022 Mass intention book will open in December. 

Sanctuary Lamp and Church Bells are available as well. 

More information will follow in November when the new 

2022 Intention book opens. 
 

 
St. Elizabeth Parish Pledge Totals 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
All the readings this weekend warn of self-deception, 

especially in terms of divine law and our conventional 
relationship with God. 

No one should ever ignore the importance of God’s laws. 
Just and moral laws are gifts as they set the parameters for good 
relationships among people. Though we may not refer to it as 
law, we know that in any good relationship there are rules 
which govern our behavior. 

For example, we may not speak of the formal laws of 
marriage, but the covenant of marriage calls spouses to be 
faithful, to support each other and to be attentive to the needs 
of one another and the family as well. Unfaithfulness, disregard 
and abuse are outside the parameters of the commitment of 
married life and love. 

Just as human law guides our earthly relationships, 
obedience to God’s law should be seen as expressing our care 
and concern for our relationship with God. 

In our 1st Reading, Moses talks about observing the divine 
law; don’t add to it or subtract from it. Obedience to the law 
will bring your life and prosperity in the Promised Land and 
will bring them the greatest reputation for wisdom and 
understanding. 

Divine Law as taught by Jesus teaches us about relationships 
with God and one another. Both the Letter of St. James and 
our Gospel show the varieties of self-deception that we can fall 
into. 

The major principle in the Letter to St. James is that 
acceptance of the Gospel means submission to it in our 
conduct. Faith makes moral demands and requires us to be 
doers, not just hearers of the Word. Our proper respect and 
love of God will show itself in works of charity to the needy 
and our internal commitment to a way of life free from an 
arbitrary morality. 

In the Gospel, the Pharisees heard God’s law and put it into 
action, but they were just going through the motions. They 
were concerned with their actions and felt that actions alone 
were justified, but there was no change in their interior 
disposition. Their hands were clean, but what about their hearts 
and mind and soul? ‘From within people, from their hearts 
come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
malice, deceit, licentious, envy. blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All 
these evils come from within and defile.’ 

Mark Twain once said, ‘It’s not the part of the Bible I fail to 
understand that troubles me, it’s the part I do understand’. 
Although compliance to God’s laws may at times seem difficult, 
this difficulty expresses the reality that all good relationships 
require work, devotion, and faithfulness. 

All that we do should be motivated by our love for God and 
each other, even when difficult. Such motivation becomes a 
sign of our love and commitment to God and neighbor. The 
reality of love reciprocated, according to the law of God, is a 
gift which is certainly worth the work and effort involved. This 
gift is the real gift that keeps on giving. 
 

God bless you, 
 

Fr. Stan 

THINGS TO PONDER… 
Biblical Meditations for Making a Good Confession 

One of the greatest blessings and gifts that flow out of the 
Sacred Heart of Our Lord is a mercy that is expressed 
most deeply through the Sacrament of Confession. This 
Sacrament is also sometimes called the Sacrament of 
Pardon, Reconciliation and Penance as well as the 
Sacrament of God’s Mercy. 
Words that produce inexplicable peace, joy, consolation 
and hope are the words that the Catholic priest expresses 
in the words of absolution at the end of the Sacrament of 
God’s Mercy: “And I absolve you of your sins: in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. My son, 
your sins are forgiven; go in peace!” The interior knowledge that all 
of our sins have been totally and completely erased, obliterated, 
wiped out and forgiven by the Blood that Jesus shed for us on 
Calvary produces a joy and peace that goes beyond the ability 
that human words can express! 
Offering on readings to use prior to the sacrament of 
reconciliation: 

10. John 11: A Lazarus Experience 
Confession helps us to put to death the works of the flesh 
and to be led by the Holy Spirit. May we form the habit of 
frequent confession, conquer the desires of the flesh and 
live the true freedom of the sons and daughters of God. 
 

https://catholicexchange.com/ten-biblical-meditations-
for-making-a-good-confession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH NEWS 

GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
Complete or partial sponsorship of a student can make a 
difference in a student's ability to attend Saint Elizabeth 
Regional School. Sponsorship opportunities, combining faith 
with learning, create a well-rounded and prepared student. As 
an “Angel of the Lord Sponsor,” you provide financial 
support to families who desire the spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual growth fostered by a Catholic, faith-based school. 
Choose from any three levels of support: 

• Phanuel Angel: Donate Any Amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a Half Year of Tuition ($1,775) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a Full Year of Tuition ($3,550) 

Send donations to Mrs. Kimberly Kocher, Principal 
St. Elizabeth Regional School 
431 Pershing Blvd, Whitehall, PA 18052 

Thanks for your support. 
 
 
 

https://catholicexchange.com/ten-biblical-meditations-for-making-a-good-confession
https://catholicexchange.com/ten-biblical-meditations-for-making-a-good-confession
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PARISH PRIZE RAFFLE BASKET SOCIAL WEEKEND 
We thank our parish family for always 
responding so well to our fundraisers. This 
year we are once again adding a prize raffle 
to the Basket Social event. A pack of five 

tickets were mailed out along with Steak Sandwich and Basket 
Social information. If you have not received a mailing, you can pick 
up the information from the parish website and tickets from the 
parish office. We have more tickets! Please consider selling or 
purchasing them at the price of $5 a ticket or all five 
tickets for $20. The cash prizes are listed below; winners 
will be picked on Sunday afternoon, October 10th. 
Winners do not need to be present and will be contacted 
promptly after the Social. Sold and unsold tickets can be 
dropped in the collection basket (in an envelope) or at the 
parish office or at the Basket Social event weekend. 
Tickets will also be on sale during the Basket Social. We 
thank Joe Mascari’s Carpets and Rugs International for 
sponsoring the ticket printing. 

1st Prize - $500 • 2nd Prize - $200 
3rd Prize - $100 • 4th Prize - $100 • 5th Prize - $100 

 

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS SIGN-UPS 
Looking for a night out with friends? Our 
instructor, Karen Hoff, is offering 10 weeks of 
“distancing” aerobics on Tuesday nights (6:15 
– 7:00 PM exercise only) from September 7 to 
November 17 in St. Elizabeth’s parish hall. (Note: No classes 

on 9/28, 11/2 & 11/16. Two Wednesday make-up classes on November 3 & 

17) The cost is $25 per person for the entire 10 weeks. 
Registration deadline is September 6 or until the 
maximum number of participants is reached. Please 
contact Mary Spieker 610-266-0695 ext 208 or 
dirreled@sercc.org. See our website at: www.sercc.org 
Consider wearing a mask at the door, but no mask is required while 

exercising. Bring a friend! 
 

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation 

I have called you by name: you are Mine. Isaiah 43:1 
We are inviting all persons who are not fully 
Catholic to join us in our Faith. We wish to invite 

you to learn more about what can lead you to a life of 
peace, faith and hope. Please RSVP by calling the parish 
office at 610-266-0695 ext. 208 or e-mail interest to Mary 
Spieker at dirreled@sercc.org. This invitation is for you or 
anyone you may know. Sometimes an invitation from a 
family member or friend can change someone’s life! 
Classes start September 14. 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT ELIZABETH PREP (CCD) 
Religious Education classes will begin with an opening 
Mass on Monday, September 13 at 6:00 pm. Students 
should first come to the parish hall for attendance; then 
they will then proceed to church together. Parents are 
asked to go directly to church. After Mass, all students and 
parents should report to the parish hall for a short 
orientation meeting, meet the catechist and receive your 
Religion book. You will be given pertinent information including 
our yearly class schedule that evening. Please make every effort to 
attend. 
 

BEGINNER LOW IMPACT AEROBICS CLASS 
Haven't exercised in a while but ready to ease your way 
back in? Other classes are not a fit for you? 

Eight weeks on Tuesdays September 7 – 
November 3 from 5:30 - 6:00 pm. (No class on 9/28 & 

11/2. One Wednesday make-up class on Nov. 3.) at St 
Elizabeth’s Parish Hall. Registration is 

required. Only $15 for all 8 weeks. Call or e-mail for 
more information: Mary Spieker at 610-266-0695 ext 208 - 
dirreled@sercc.org See our parish website: www.sercc.org 
Come and check out the class; see if it is a fit for you! 
Consider wearing a mask at the door, but no mask is required while 

exercising Bring a friend! 
 

 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Pierogi Sale 
St. John the Baptist Church – September 13th. Pick up from 3 pm to 6 
pm. To order call Wanda at 610-336-9518 Cost $7 dozen. (SS. Peter & 
Paul recipe) 

 

Saint Elizabeth Third Annual 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Is scheduled for September 25th at Whitetail Golf 
Club. Shotgun start is at 1:00 pm. 
Building on our past accomplishments, we hope to 
increase attendance and raise $10,000 this year. We 
intend to use the funds for necessary repairs and 
maintenance of our school and parish hall, as well as 
additional technological upgrades and scholarships. 
Join us in a friendly afternoon of golf with old pals 
or new friends. We also ask that you consider 
sponsoring this year's event. Monetary donations of 
any denomination are also accepted towards raffle 
and prizes. Contact Jason Kahr with questions at 

JKahr2@gmail.com or (267) 246 - 8660. 
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