
MASS INTENTIONS 
MASSES CAN BE SEEN AT SERCC.ORG 

 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 6 
 8:00 AM Adoration 
 9:00 AM Mary Ann Good 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 7 
 9:00 AM People of the Parish 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 8 
 9:00 AM Dolores H. Furlong 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 9 
 6:00 PM Adoration 
 7:00 PM George Wirth 
FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 10 
 9:00 AM Deceased Members of the 
  Pudleiner & Hofelich Family 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 11 
 4:30 PM Elizabeth Pasieka 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 12 
 8:00 AM Stephen & Mary Brosky 
 10:00 AM Anna Wiggins 
 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please remember in your prayers all our parish family and friends who 

suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially: Margaret 
Bonenberger, Jill Brubaker, Sharon Brubaker, Grace Conti, Cindy Cooper, 
Marie DalMaso, Rick Fitzgerald, Charles Fonzone, Victoria Gaffney, 
Wayne Glover, Joe Gnall, Skip Graham, Robert Hartzell, Ariella Jarrah, 
Gerald Kratzer, Anna Kaufmann, Jade Madden, Deacon Michael Meder, 
Amalie Meehan, Kathy Mitstifer, Steve O’Connor, Patricia Peapos, Kelly 
Redmond, Rich Pastorella, David Perenyi, Bob Sheehan, Barbara Stangl. 
*NOTE: Our usual procedure for hospital information is 
unavailable. Please call church if you are admitted. 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion and find it 
difficult to join the Communion line, please let the 
ushers know and an Extraordinary Minister will 
bring communion to you. Low gluten hosts are 

available; prior to Mass go to the sacristy so the celebrant 
will know to prepare the host. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place in the 
Church on Monday before the 9 am Mass and 
Thursday evening before the 7 pm Mass. Please 

contact Wendy Ohlsen at 610-248-6648 if you have 
questions. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died especially 
Jim Carlisle and Doris Fudali. May their souls 
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

READINGS FOR 24TH
 SUNDAY OT 

First Reading: Isaiah 50: 5 – 9a 
Responsorial Psalm: 116 
Second Reading: St. James 2: 14 – 18 
Gospel: Mark 8: 27 – 35 

 

Parish Calendar of Regular Events (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) Bells 6 – 7 pm, Choir 7 – 8:30 pm 

Baptism Class – 3rd Thursday every other month 7 pm 
Bible Study – Wednesday 10 am in LMR* 
Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thursday (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR*  
Men of St. Elizabeth – 3rd Monday 7:30 pm LMR* 
Our Lady of Knots Novena – Tuesday & Thursday 
Parish Breakfast – 2nd Sunday (Nov to April) 8:30 – 11 am Hall 
Prayer Shawl – 2nd Wednesday 2 pm LMR* call Carolyn for details 
PREP – Mondays (Sept to April) 6 pm School 
RCIA – Tuesdays (Sept to April) 7 pm LMR* 
Toastmasters – 4th Monday 7 pm LMR 
Women’s Group – 2nd & 4th Sunday 6 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor. 
 

 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in 
support of the residents of Louisiana 

requested by Diocese of Allentown. 
 

  The Church Bells will ring this 
week in remembrance of the souls of the 
fallen and for healing to the injured in Afghanistan, 
as well as to raise up in prayer the courageous 
soldiers and refugees who remain, requested by the St. 
Elizabeth parishioners. 

 
 

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH SUMMER HOURS 
The parish office will be open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday throughout the summer. We 
will be closed Fridays until September 12th. 
Phone messages will be returned promptly. 
 

MASS INTENTION BOOK 

The 2022 Mass intention book will open in December. 

Sanctuary Lamp and Church Bells are available as well. 

More information will follow in November when the new 

2022 Intention book opens. 

 

RESPECT FOR THOSE IN PRAYER 
When entering the church please 
remember those who are in prayer. 
Some people come in before Mass 
for quiet prayer. Please be 
respectful. 
 
Thank you and God Bless! 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 Today ’s gospel is a familiar one. Jesus heals the deaf man. 

We’ve heard it many times before. And there is a certain 

‘wow  ’factor that goes along with this story. Jesus sticks his 

finger in the man’s ear, spits on his tongue and makes what 

sounds like a groaning sound toward heaven saying, 

‘Ephphatha ’- that is ‘Be opened ’.  

 The people present that day must have been looking at 

each other wondering what he was up to. Needless to say, 

they were completely astonished at what happened next. The 

man could suddenly hear for the first time and began 

speaking plainly. Clearly, as they were finding out, this Jesus 

was no ordinary man. 

 Hopefully, we come away from that story with a similar 

understanding. Jesus is a man; that much is true, but he is not 

an ordinary man, for the simple fact that he is also God. And 

we know that if Jesus could heal that man 2000 years ago, he 

can heal you and he can heal me. 

 And yet, today’s story is much more than a story about a 

physical healing, and even more than a story simply about the 

fact that Jesus can perform miracles. In today ’s Gospel 

passage we see a Jesus who wants to free us, wants to tear 

down whatever obstacles are getting in our way of us being 

fully alive. And that can only happen when we allow our 

loving God to free us from whatever is holding us back, heal 

us from whatever is wounding us, open our eyes and ears so 

that we can start experiencing the world a little bit like he 

does; by seeing the dignity of each person, by hearing the 

cries of the poor, and by speaking words of hope, kindness, 

understanding, encouragement, compassion and love.  

 Listen again to the beautiful words of Isaiah from our 1st 

reading. 

 ‘Here is your God....He comes to save you. Then will the 

eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; 

then will the lame leap.... the mute will sing....Streams will 

burst forth in the desert’. 

 That ’s what God wants for each of us; a life unlike any we 

can even imagine, a life in which we see, hear, and feel a 

little more like God does. God does not just save us from 

something, he saves us for something, for a life of real 

meaning, real joy and real freedom; with, in, and for God. 

 And so, as we say our prayers tonight or tomorrow or the 

next day, as we continue to pray for healing of every kind; 

physical, spiritual, emotional; let us be sure to also pray that 

God will help each of us  ‘be opened’; thereby allowing us to 

live the fullest and most faithful life possible; one in which 

our choices are the wisest and most loving we could ever 

make; for ourselves, and especially for others. 

 ‘Ephphath’  that is, be opened’.  Jesus did not just say it to 

the deaf man. He is saying it to you and to me this very day. 
 

God bless you, 
 

Fr. Stan 
 
 

THINGS TO PONDER… 
“Ephphatha!”— that is, “Be opened!” Mark 7:34b 

These are powerful words. Why are they powerful? 

They are powerful because they are more than words. 

They are words that accomplish what they say. These 

words are spoken by Jesus after the deaf man is brought 

to Him with the request for healing. By saying the 

command “Be opened!”, the deaf man’s ears are 

opened, and his speech impediment is removed. 

When Jesus speaks, His word changes things. This is 

true in this story, but it is also true in our lives. We all 

are deaf and struggle with a speech impediment in the 

sense that we do not always hear the voice of God and 

we do not always speak His word and words of charity. 

For that reason, these words of Jesus must be spoken to 

us. We must let Him take us off to a quiet place alone 

and speak to us. We must let Him say those words to us. 

“Ephphatha! – Be opened!” 

What is it that you are not hearing properly? What is it 

God has been saying to you for a long time that you 

refuse to hear? What is it you have allowed yourself to 

become deaf to? Let our Lord open the “ears” of your 

heart so that you can hear all that He wishes to say to 

you. Once that happens, Jesus will also help you speak 

His words of truth and love. 

Reflect, today, upon how open you are to hearing the 

voice of God. We all struggle at times with listening, 

and we especially may struggle listening to God. Spend 

some time alone with our Lord and let Him heal you so 

that you can hear and understand all that He is saying to 

you. 

Lord, I do not always listen to You. Please speak Your 

words of healing to me so that I can hear You more 

clearly. In hearing You, may I listen to all that You have 

to say. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

PARISH NEWS 

GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
Complete or partial sponsorship of a student can make a 
difference in a student's ability to attend Saint Elizabeth 
Regional School. Sponsorship opportunities, combining faith 
with learning, create a well-rounded and prepared student. As 
an “Angel of the Lord Sponsor,” you provide financial 
support to families who desire the spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual growth fostered by a Catholic, faith-based school. 
Choose from any three levels of support: 

• Phanuel Angel: Donate Any Amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a Half Year of Tuition ($1,775) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a Full Year of Tuition ($3,550) 

Send donations to Mrs. Kimberly Kocher, Principal 
St. Elizabeth Regional School 
431 Pershing Blvd, Whitehall, PA 18052 

Thanks for your support. 
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PARISH PRIZE RAFFLE BASKET SOCIAL WEEKEND 
We thank our parish family for always 
responding so well to our fundraisers. This 
year we are once again adding a prize raffle 
to the Basket Social event. A pack of five 

tickets were mailed out along with Steak Sandwich and Basket 
Social information. If you have not received a mailing, you can pick 
up the information from the parish website and tickets from the 
parish office. We have more tickets! Please consider selling or 
purchasing them at the price of $5 a ticket or all five 
tickets for $20. The cash prizes are listed below; winners 
will be picked on Sunday afternoon, October 10th. 
Winners do not need to be present and will be contacted 
promptly after the Social. Sold and unsold tickets can be 
dropped in the collection basket (in an envelope) or at the 
parish office or at the Basket Social event weekend. 
Tickets will also be on sale during the Basket Social. We 
thank Joe Mascari’s Carpets and Rugs International for 
sponsoring the ticket printing. 

1st Prize - $500 • 2nd Prize - $200 
3rd Prize - $100 • 4th Prize - $100 • 5th Prize - $100 

 

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS SIGN-UPS 
Looking for a night out with friends? Our 
instructor, Karen Hoff, is offering 10 weeks of 
“distancing” aerobics on Tuesday nights (6:15 
– 7:00 PM exercise only) from September 7 to 
November 17 in St. Elizabeth’s parish hall. (Note: No classes 

on 9/28, 11/2 & 11/16. Two Wednesday make-up classes on November 3 & 

17) The cost is $25 per person for the entire 10 weeks. 
Registration deadline is September 6 or until the 
maximum number of participants is reached. Please 
contact Mary Spieker 610-266-0695 ext 208 or 
dirreled@sercc.org. See our website at: www.sercc.org 
Consider wearing a mask at the door, but no mask is required while 

exercising. Bring a friend! 
 

RCIA 
Have you or someone you know ever 
considered the Catholic Church as a means of 
continuing your journey of faith? Did you know 
that four out of five individuals who investigate 
the Catholic community do so because friends, 
relatives, or neighbors extended a personal 

invitation? 
On Tuesday, September 14, a new RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation) class will be forming. We will meet at 
7 pm in the “Upper Room”. The initial phase requires no 
commitment and is designed specifically for general 
information as well as discernment. For information, 
please call Mary Spieker at 610-266-0695. 
 
 

HAITI SECOND COLLECTION 
The USCCB has authorized a special collection for the 
relief of the Haitian people. It will be collected on 
September 11 & 12. Please be as generous as possible. 
 

SAINT ELIZABETH PREP (CCD) 
Religious Education classes will begin with an opening 
Mass on Monday, September 13 at 6 pm. Students should 
first come to the parish hall for attendance; they will then 
proceed to church together. Parents are asked to go 
directly to church. After Mass, all students and parents 
should report to the parish hall for a short orientation 
meeting, meet the catechist and receive your Religion 
book. You will be given pertinent information including our yearly 
class schedule that evening. Please make every effort to attend. 
 

BEGINNER LOW IMPACT AEROBICS CLASS 
Haven't exercised in a while but ready to ease your way 
back in? Other classes are not a fit for you? 
Eight weeks on Tuesdays September 7 – November 3 
from 5:30 - 6:00 pm. (No class on 9/28 & 11/2. One Wednesday 

make-up class on Nov. 3.) at St Elizabeth’s Parish Hall. 
Registration is required. Only $15 for all 8 
weeks. Call or e-mail for more information: 

Mary Spieker at 610-266-0695 ext. 208 - 
dirreled@sercc.org See our parish website: www.sercc.org 
Come and check out the class; see if it is a fit for you! 
Consider wearing a mask at the door, but no mask is required while 

exercising. Bring a friend! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Elizabeth Third Annual 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Is scheduled for September 25th at Whitetail Golf 
Club. Shotgun start is at 1:00 pm. 
Building on our past accomplishments, we hope to 
increase attendance and raise $10,000 this year. We 
intend to use the funds for necessary repairs and 
maintenance of our school and parish hall, as well as 
additional technological upgrades and scholarships. 
Join us in a friendly afternoon of golf with old pals 
or new friends. We also ask that you consider 
sponsoring this year's event. Monetary donations of 
any denomination are also accepted towards raffle 
and prizes. Contact Jason Kahr with questions at 

JKahr2@gmail.com or (267) 246 - 8660. 
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AUGUST CHICKEN DINNER THANKS! 
Many thanks to all who supported our 
delicious Chicken Dinner sale! The parish 
profit was $1,395. Many thanks to our 
dinner sponsor: Marie Koutsouros! We are 

also grateful to our volunteers: Ann Frankl, Joanny & 
Greg Glover, Deb Schuster, Mary Spieker and Erika & 
Kaitlynn Wied.  
Get your orders in now for our Amazing Steak Sandwich 
dinner coming on September 25. All orders are due 
September 20. Thanks for your support! 
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Will meet Thursday, September 9th at 2 pm in the large 
meeting room. One thousand nine hundred seventy 
shawls, prayer covers, baby blankets and lap covers have 
been given to grateful parishioners and their loved ones. 
New members are always welcome. Prayer shawl visitors 
are encouraged to come and share their ideas and 
experiences. Light refreshments will be served. A heartfelt 
thank you to ALL who contribute in any way to this 
rewarding ministry. Please drop off completed items at the 
parish office if you are unable to attend the meeting. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Basket Social 

Assumption BVM parish invites you to their Basket Social 
on September 11 from 10 am to 6 pm and September 12 
from 8 am to 1 pm. The drawings will be held September 
12th at 1:30 pm. You do not need to be present to win. 
Homemade food will be on sale. Tickets are 25 for $5 and 
are on sale at the door. 610-262-2559 

 

Pierogi Sale 

St. John the Baptist Church – September 13th. Pick up 
from 3 pm to 6 pm. To order call Wanda at 610-336-9518 
Cost $7 dozen. (SS. Peter & Paul recipe) 

BONANZA BINGO IS BACK!!! 
And better than ever! St. John the Baptist Church Social 

Hall 924 N.  Front Street Allentown 18102 
Sunday September 19th $15 for 20 Games, 6 Specials and 

Lucky 7 Doors and Kitchen Open at noon 
Bingo begins at 1:00 pm First come – first served seating. 

Masks are requested so all feel comfortable. 
Bring your daubers – NO HARDBOARDS 

Questions? Call Bill Drost 610-432-3505 
 

September to Remember Dance 
St. John the Baptist Church Social Hall 
924 N.  Front Street Allentown 18102 
Saturday September 18th Oldies Dance 

WE’RE BACK AND BETTER THAN EVER! 
Featuring CHASBAND 

$5.00 per person – BYOB – Kitchen Open 
Dance from 7:00 – 10:00 – Doors open 6:30 

Questions Call Bill Drost 610-432-3505 
Masks are requested so everyone is comfortable. 

 
WCHI’s Cash Bingo starts 

WCHI’s Cash Bingo starts on Sunday, September 12th at 
Commitment to Family & Community, 165 Cherry St near 
the Coplay Giant. Please mark your calendars and call Liz 
Rodgers at 484-274-6687 to register so we have an idea 
how many people are coming. Walk-ins are fine. Doors 
open at 1 pm. Bingo starts at 2 pm. We play 15 board 
games and 5 paper specials. Bring your own bingo chips 
and dabbers $15 includes 2 boards and corn is available. 
Specials are $5 a 5/pack. Food is available for purchase. 
To keep our volunteers and guests safe, face masks are 
required except when eating. Please bring a food item for 
either Snack Pack Pals or for our Food Pantry 
https://tinyurl.com/WCHIPantryList 
 
 
 
 

 

Women’s Society of Giving 
Sip, Saver and Share evening 

 
Come join us at our local event…. 
 

 
800 – 831-4443 

www.allentowndiocese.org/womensgiving 



ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CHURCH  SEPTEMBER 5, 2021  23RD
 SUNDAY OT 

BULLETIN INFO: e-mail all bulletin submissions by noon Monday to info@sercc.org 

 

 
 



ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CHURCH  SEPTEMBER 5, 2021  23RD
 SUNDAY OT 

BULLETIN INFO: e-mail all bulletin submissions by noon Monday to info@sercc.org 

 
 


