
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
MASSES CAN BE SEEN AT SERCC.ORG 

MONDAY DECEMBER 27 
 9:00 AM Mary Jane Kochanasz 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 28 
 9:00 AM Dolores (Dolly) O’Donnell 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 29 
 9:00 AM Jan Smiertelny 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 30 
 6:00 PM Adoration 
 7:00 PM John Kulhamer Jr. 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER 31 
 9:00 AM James Carlisle 
 7:00 PM Julia Krempasky 
SATURDAY JANUARY 1 
 9:00 AM John Bryk Sr. 
 4:30 PM Matthew Polkowski 
SUNDAY JANUARY 2 
 8:00 AM Rev. Benedict Kapa 
 10:00 AM Howard Sweeney 
  People of the Parish 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please remember in your prayers all our parish family and friends 
who suffer physically, emotionally, or spiritually, especially: 

Mike Baran, Millie Breck, Jill Brubaker, Sharon Brubaker, Mary 
Buesgen Signarovitz, Grace Conti, Cindy Cooper, Deb Csorba, 
Marie Dal Maso, Rick Fitzgerald, Charles Fonzone, Dorothy 
Folajtar, Victoria Gaffney, Joshua Gagge, Wayne Glover, Joe Gnall, 
Robert Hartzell, Ariella Jarrah, Anna Kaufmann, Phyllis Laky, 
Lucy Lentini, Jade Madden, Mary Anne Maley, Deacon Mike 
Meder, Amalie Meehan, Steve O’Connor, Rich Pastorella, David 
Perenyi, Robert Purvis, Ruth Reisinger, Bob Sheehan, John 
Signarovitz, Kathryn Wechsler. Gus Garcia 
 *NOTE: Please call church if you are admitted to the hospital. 
 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion and find it 
difficult to join the Communion line, please let the 
ushers know and an Extraordinary Minister will 

bring communion to you. Low gluten hosts are available; 
prior to Mass go to the sacristy so the celebrant will know 
to prepare the host. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place in the 
Chapel on Monday before the 9 am Mass and 
Thursday evening before the 7 pm Mass. Please 
contact Wendy Ohlsen at 610-248-6648 if you 

have questions. 
 

READINGS FOR HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY 

First Reading: Isaiah 60: 1 – 6 
Responsorial Psalm: 72 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3: 2 – 6 
Gospel: Matthew 2: 1 – 12 

 

Parish Calendar of Regular Events (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) times as scheduled 

Baptism Class – Sunday morning by appointment 
Bible Study – Wednesday 10 am in LMR* 
Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thursday (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR* 
Parish Breakfast – 2nd Sunday (Nov to April) 8:30 – 11 am Hall 
Prayer Shawl – 2nd Wednesday 2 pm LMR* call Carolyn 
PREP – Mondays (Sept to April) 6 pm School 
RCIA – Tuesdays (Sept to April) 7 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor. 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in memory 
of Deceased Members of the Krempasky 

Family requested by Joan Glover. 
 

The Bells will ring this week in memory of Jesus’ 
birth requested by Parishioners of St. Elizabeth. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died, especially 
Lilia Calungsod-Go, grandmother of Patrick 
Oswald, who passed away this month. May her 
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS  
We are working on updating the advertising sponsorships 
for our bulletin. Please consider our color advertisers page 
of the bulletin for your local advertising needs. 
Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family 
event such as wedding, anniversary or special birthday, or a 
sponsor ad can be purchased supporting community 
service organizations. We need and appreciate your help. 
If you are interested or would like more information, 
please call Josie at 610-266-0695 ext 102. Thank you in 
advance for your generous support, and please patronize 
our advertisers. 
We would like to find a handyman, lawn service, hair 
salon, and headstone company. Our prices are great for 
start up businesses! 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The parish office will be closed Friday, December 24 and 
Monday, December 27 for Christmas. 

 



ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CHURCH  DECEMBER 26, 2021  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

BULLETIN INFO: e-mail all bulletin submissions ten days ahead to info@sercc.org 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
Today we gather to celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, 
a day in which we recognize and give thanks to God for 
the beautiful, loving example shown us by Mary, Joseph 
and Jesus. But one thing we should not do is over-
romanticize the lives they led. Their lives were anything 
but easy. They had struggles. They must have certainly 
wondered whether they understood their call from God 
(through angels) correctly. They had more than their fair 

share of sorrow, heartache and ‘What does this all-mean  
moments?’ Simeon, in his heartfelt words at the 

Presentation, prophesied that ‘and you yourself a sword 

will pierce’. In today’s gospel of the finding in the Temple, 

we hear a frustrated, worried Mary saying, ‘Son, why have 

you done this to us?’ and Jesus responds by saying 

something about His need to be in His Father’s House. 
There is no doubt that they could never have imagined, 

or chosen, that way the events surrounding the life of their 
son would play out. The ridicule he faced. The suspicion 
he was under. The friends he probably lost. And of 
course, the violence; resulting in a death we would not 
wish on our worst enemy. No, life for the Holy Family 
was almost certainly filled with struggle, sorrow and 
confusion; not unlike ours at times. I guess you could say 
that we, and they most certainly, make plans and well, life 
happens. 

And so, maybe in the Holy Family we can find a certain 
kind of hope; that in the messiness of life, amidst the 
difficulties and curveballs and disappointments; love and 
faithfulness can triumph over all that. This hope in the 
Lord and in his promises can give us strength to keep 
moving down the path to greater and greater holiness and 
peace; even when our lives might feel as if they are coming 
apart at the seams. You see, in the end, the depth of Jesus’ 
love and his willingness to remain faithful to his Father, 
no matter what, won eternal victory over every sorrow 
and every disappointment and every struggle, even over 
death itself. For those who loved Jesus it must have 
seemed as though their world was crashing down around 
them and well, new life happened; and the world, and we, 
were never the same again. 

Thank you, Joseph, for your compassion and 
understanding and basic decency. Thank you, Mary, for 
saying yes to the most outrageous and awe-inspiring 
request a human being ever received. And thank you Jesus 
for, well.... everything. 
 

God bless you 
 

Fr. Stan 
 

 

PARISH NEWS 

THINGS TO PONDER 
Innocents 

On Tuesday December 28th is the Feast of the Holy 
Innocents, Martyrs. King Herod, in fear for his potential 
loss of power, had a great many babies destroyed. 
Eventually, Jesus gave up his life to cleanse us of our sin 
and free us from death. These innocent babies had given 
up their lives for him. Place, time, and circumstances 
weighed heavily upon their fate. Trusting in God’s mercy 
and justice, we celebrate that they share a profound union 
with Jesus in his nativity and infancy. 
The Church considers also at this time special prayers for 
all the innocent who have perished through war, 
starvation, and abortion. We pray for them and we pray 
for ourselves to have a greater awareness of the plight of 
the innocent, as well as to advocate and act for those 
trampled underfoot by misplaced power, fear, and 
expediency.  
All the innocents must be cherished and protected. If not 
the innocent … then who? We must seek ways to bring 
time, place, and circumstances into favorable support of 
those most at risk to those most vulnerable now. 

 

GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
Complete or partial sponsorship of a student can make a 
difference in a student's ability to attend Saint Elizabeth 
Regional School. Sponsorship opportunities, which 
combine faith with learning, create a well-rounded and 
prepared student. As an “Angel of the Lord Sponsor,” 
you provide financial support to families who desire the 
spiritual, moral, and intellectual growth fostered by a 
Catholic, faith-based school. 
Choose from any three levels of support: 

• Phanuel Angel: Donate Any Amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a Half Year of Tuition ($1,850) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a Full Year of Tuition ($3,700) 

 
Send donations to Mrs. Kimberly Kocher, Principal 
 
St. Elizabeth Regional School 
431 Pershing Blvd, Whitehall, PA 18052 

 
Thanks for your support! 

 
 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

 
Matthew 25:40 
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COOKS WITH COLLARS 
The recipe has been prepared. The video is 
almost ready. Get ready to see what Fr. Stan 

is cooking up in the kitchen in mid-
January 2022 for Cooks with Collars. It's 

going to be CRISPY! 
 

ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH CALENDARS 
 

The 2022 St. Elizabeth Church 
calendars are available after Masses, 
courtesy of O’Donnell Funeral 
Home. Please take what you need. 
 
 
 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST SPONSORS NEEDED 
To help offset the cost of the 
breakfast, we ask for a monthly 
sponsor. Are you able to 
sponsor one of our upcoming 
monthly breakfasts? To 
sponsor a full breakfast, we 

ask for $500. If you cannot give the full amount 50% 
($250) or even 25% ($125) would be helpful. If you can 
help in any way, please contact the parish office at 610-
266-0695 ext. 208. 
 

 

New Year Masses 
at St. Elizabeth of Hungary  

 

New Year’s Masses  
  New Year’s Eve 

Friday, Dec 31st, 7:00 pm 
 
  New Year’s Day Solemnity of Mary 

Saturday, Jan 1st, 9:00 am 
 
 

 

HOUSE BLESSING 
The Church celebrates the Solemnity of 
the Epiphany. "The Lord and ruler is 
coming; kingship is his, and government 
and power." With these words the 
Church proclaims that the feast brings to 
a perfect fulfillment all the purposes of 
Advent. Epiphany, therefore, marks the liturgical zenith of 
the Advent-Christmas season. — Pius Parsch 
The blessing of homes, on whose lintels are inscribed the 
Cross of salvation, together with the indication of the year 
and the initials of the three wise men (C+M+B), which 
can also be interpreted to mean Christus Mansionem 
Benedicat, written in blessed chalk; this custom, often 
accompanied by processions of children accompanied by 
their parents, expresses the blessing of Christ through the 
intercession of the three wise men and is an occasion for 
gathering offerings for charitable and missionary 
purposes. 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/pr
ayers/view.cfm?id=1340&repos=3&subrepos=3&searchi
d=2169751 
St. Elizabeth’s will have house blessing packets available at 
all the exits of the church on the weekend of the 
Epiphany 
 

AMAZON SMILE GIVE BACK 
Do you like ordering from Amazon? Here is a quick and 
easy way to make money for the church by making your 

purchase through 
Amazon Smile. 
‘AMAZON 
SMILE’ is the 

same Amazon you are used to, but by ordering through 
“Smile’ the company will donation 
.5% of your purchase to our 
parish, costing you NOTHING 
extra. If you shop at Amazon you 

can painlessly support our parish: Saint Elizabeth Amazon 
Smile 
You can also access AMAZON SMILE from our parish 
web site at sercc.org and click on “Ways to Give” tab, and 
then just click on the “Amazon Smile” for the hyperlink. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 

SYNOD INFORMATION 
St Elizabeth Synod representatives. For more information 
please contact: 

Joan Glover – jglover@ptd.net 
Jen Samanka – anksam07@ptd.net 

Joe Samanka – joesamanka@gmail.com 
Mary Spieker – dirreled@sercc.org 

Please return the survey to the parish by Feb 1 
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Please pray for the following 
military members currently serving. 

 
2Lt. Jared Blockus US Army 

Sgt. Alex Bonnell US Marine Corps 

Sgt. Jon Bonnell US Marine Corps 

Sgt. Darrell Bordner US Air Force 

A1C Mason Burkhardt-Bauder US Air Force 

Cmdr. John Cocca US Navy 

2Lt. Ethan Downey US Air Force 

STG3 Benjamin Fisher US Navy 

Lt. Col. Julie Glover US Air Force 

1Lt. Ryan Gutshall US Army 

PO2 Eric Knapp US Navy 

Sgt. Michael Merryman US Army 

DCC (SW) Dan O’Connor US Navy 

IT3 Daniel J. Peterson US Navy 

SSgt. Jim Peterson US Army 

MN3 Cameron Rockwell US Navy 

ABF3 Jonathon Russell US Navy 

TSgt. Ann Seng US Air Force 

MGySgt. Theresa Seng US Marine Corps 

1Lt. Angela Stella US Air Force 

Pvt. Christopher Sweeney US Army 

  

“Lord Jesus, you showed compassion to the Roman Centurion who 
put his trust in You. Have mercy on the men and women who serve 
in our military today. Protect them from the many threats to their 
lives, and especially from any dangers that imperil their souls. May 
Your angels watch over them and bring them safely home to the 
loving arms of those who await them. We ask this in Your name. 
Amen” 
 
 

LOCAL AREA MASS TIMES 
Holy Trinity, Whitehall 

Dec 31 4:00 pm - Solemnity of Mary Mass 
 

St. Mary’s, Catasauqua 
Dec 31 4:00 pm - Solemnity of Mary Mass 
Jan 1 10:00 pm – Solemnity Day Mass 

 

St. John the Baptist, Allentown 
Dec 31 4:00 pm - Solemnity of Mary Mass 
Jan 1 4:00 pm – Solemnity Day Mass 
 

 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 
 

St. John the Baptist Parish Lottery Calendar Sale 
January 1, 2022 – June 30, 2022 Make great stocking 
stuffers! Only $20 for six months of chances to win! 
Questions? Email stjohnbaptistpa@gmail.com 
Or call 610-432-0034 

 


