
ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CHURCH  DECEMBER 11, 2022  3RD
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

BULLETIN INFO: e-mail all bulletin submissions ten days ahead to info@sercc.org 

MASSES / SERVICES 

MONDAY DECEMBER 12 
 9:00 AM Anne Speicher 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 13 
 9:00 AM Josephine Palmieri 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 14 
 9:00 AM Irene Petras 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 15 
 9:00 AM Jack Yaissle 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER 16 
 9:00 AM Helen Ernst 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 17 
 4:30 PM Angela & Ferdinando Loffredo 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 18 
 8:00 AM Margaret Schuster 
 10:00 AM Mary Millan 
ADORATION is in the Chapel one hour before daily Mass. 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Astrid Zelko (11) Judy Emery (11) 
Bob Hartzell (11) Fernando Colon (11) 
Jayne Bonnell (10) Sheila LeBlanc (11) 
Kathy Wiesner (10) Lucy Mellinger (10) 
John Gallucci (10) Ruth Yousseff (10) 
Anne Baran (9) Kathryn Wechsler (9) 
Joan Geiger (9) Mary Smith (9) 
Jill Brubaker (9) Larry Buss (8) 
Jennifer Berger (8) Veronica Gerbe (8) 
Rose Tauber (6) Phyllis Laky (dnr 

*NOTE: If you are admitted to the hospital, (especially if you go 
through the emergency room) you must call the parish to let us know. 
Names will be removed after three months and may be 
resubmitted at that time. 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you wish 
to receive Holy Communion and find it difficult to 
join the Communion line, please let the ushers know 
and an Extraordinary Minister will bring communion 

to you. Low gluten hosts are available; prior to Mass go to 
the sacristy so the celebrant will know to prepare the host.  
Call our parish office at 610-266-0695. 
Emergency and need a priest? After hours use ext. 399 for the 
emergency mailbox. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please visit us at:  sercc.org 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-
Church-119061511442084 

READINGS FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
First Reading: Isaiah 35: 1 – 10 
Responsorial Psalm: 146 
Second Reading: James 5: 7 – 10 
Gospel: Matthew 11: 2 – 11 
 

Parish Regular Events (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) times as scheduled 
Baptism Class – 3rd Sunday morning by appointment 
Bible Study – Wednesday (Sept to May) 10 am in LMR* 
Breakfast Club – 2nd Sun (Nov to Apr) 8 – 11:30 am Hall 
Children’s Choir – contact Music Director for info 
Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thurs (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR* 
Prayer Shawl –2nd Wednesday Quarterly 2 pm LMR* call 
PREP – Mondays (Sept to April) 6 pm School 
RCIA – Tuesdays (Sept to April) 7 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor. 
 

INTENTIONS 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week for 
Kathleen Hartsock requested by 

Aunt Mary Ann and Uncle Dick. 
 

 
The Bells will ring this week for 

Raymond and Shirley Casari 
requested by Tracy Casari. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died, especially 
St. Elizabeth Parishioners, who passed away 
this year. May their soul and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

 

RCIA 
 

All are welcome to attend the Rite of Christian Initiation 
classes held on Tuesdays each week at 7 pm. Call for 
details 610-266-0695 ext. 208. The topic for Dec. 13th 
will be 
 

Vocations 
 

ADVENT 
The Third Sunday of Advent is called 
Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. The rose or 
pink candle which we light on the 
Advent Wreath is also called the 
Shepherd Candle which reflects the 
joy that comes through Jesus’ arrival, 
and through the salvation He has 
gifted us. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-Church-119061511442084
https://www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-Church-119061511442084
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
The dynamic of being really excited and then dreading 

an upcoming good thing is something psychologists call 

‘foreboding joy’. We have the proper initial response - 

namely joy - at receiving good news. But then we start 

thinking about all the things that could go wrong in the 

wake of that news, and thus we end up thinking that the 

news is ultimately bad and we lose the joy we once had 

upon receiving it. 

Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, or Rejoice 

Sunday. We rejoice that the celebration of our Savior’s 

birth is so near, not with a foreboding joy, but with an 

authentic Christian joy grounded in the reality that Jesus 

has come to us in the flesh and that he continues to 

come to us in our celebration of Word and Sacrament, 

and that he will come again to draw all things so 

wonderfully to himself. We need not, we must not, let 

any foreboding joy to creep in. We must allow this reality 

to be what it is, and thus allow the joy which follows to 

be truly in us. When we do, our joy will be authentic and 

lasting; it will give us life and hope and the ability to face 

whatever might come next with the same joy, life, and 

hope. 

Such an authentic joy is a gift from Jesus. Only Christ 

can awaken in us and sustain that joy, life, and hope. 

When we are grounded in the present moment and not 

dreading the possibilities that don’t exist, at least not yet 

we are exactly where Jesus is in the present moment. 

When we encounter Jesus in the present moment, he 

gives us joy that is in his heart, for he has told us in the 

Scriptures, ‘My joy will be in you, and your joy will be 

complete’. Jesus meets us as we rejoice today, and he 

gives us his divine joy. He increases our joy as we 

approach the great celebration of his nativity. 

‘Be strong, fear not! Here is your God... who comes to 

save you.’ This is the Good News! Receive it in joy and 

remain in that joy as we prepare our hearts and minds to 

receive him once again as that small, lowly child of 

Bethlehem. 

 
God bless you, Fr. Stan 

 
 
 
 
 

DEACON’S THOUGHTS 
Penance as a sacrament has so much depth and power. It 
is a gem and a jewel with so many facets and aspects. The 
sacrament can be referred to by many names. 
It is called the sacrament of conversion because it makes 
sacramentally present Jesus’ call to conversion, the first 
step in returning to the Father from whom one has 
strayed by sin. It is called the sacrament of penance since it 
consecrates the Christian sinner’s personal and ecclesial 
steps of conversion, penance and satisfaction. It is called 
the sacrament of confession since the disclosure or 
confession of sins to a priest is an essential element … 
also acknowledgment and praise of the holiness of God 
and of his mercy toward sinful man. Called the sacrament 
of forgiveness as by the priest’s sacramental absolution God 
grants the penitent “pardon and peace.” It is called the 
sacrament of reconciliation, because it imparts to the sinner 
the love of God who reconciles all. 
 

ANOINTING 
“Come to me, all you who labor and are 

burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Matthew 11:8 
All who are infirm, anticipating surgery, or 

suffering from physical or mental, chronic or terminal 
illness are invited to receive the Sacrament of the Sick 
after the 9 am Mass on Wednesday, December 14th. 
Following please take a seat in the middle sections of the 
church using every other pew. Our 7th grade students will 
remain in church to assist and pray for those being 
anointed. 
Light refreshments will be served in the parish hall 
afterward. 
 

SCRUMPTIOUS PARISH BREAKFAST! 
We will serve our monthly fundraiser 
Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, December 
11 from 8:30 – 11:30 AM. Come and 
fill-up on all your favorites of bacon, 
sausage, scrambled eggs, home fries, 

pancakes, Danish, juice and coffee – all for only 
$8.00/adult and $5.00/child, children 3 years and under 
are free. (Starting January 2023, prices will be raised to 
$10.00/adult and $5/child, under 3 are still free!) We are very 
grateful for this month’s breakfast sponsor: Anonymous 
sponsorship in memory of Joseph and Akiko Millan. 
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POINSETTIAS – THE PERFECT GIFT! 
Flowers can be sent home with a school 
student or picked up at the parish office 
on Friday, December 9 from 9:00 to 
noon or picked-up in the parish hall on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 from 8:30 – 11:30. As 
always, we appreciate your support! 
 

ADVENT EVENING OF MUSIC AND PRAYER 
St. Elizabeth Music Ministry warmly invites you 

to an Advent Evening of Music and 
Prayer, Sunday December 11 at 5:00pm! 
Come one and come all to this annual St. E’s 

tradition where we contemplate the coming of Christ 
through scripture, prayer, and music, led by the St. 
Elizabeth Choir. Admission is free. A free-will offering 
will be taken at the door. Prelude music begins at 4:30. 
 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
The “Advent Giving Tree” is an opportunity to 
celebrate the Birth of Jesus by giving gifts of 
baby items to the babies who will be born this 
coming year. Please choose a gift tag from the 
tree in the vestibule, purchase the needed item, 
and bring the UNWRAPPED gift to Church 
by Sunday, December 18. Donations will be given to the 
Cay Galgon Life House and Catholic Charities. Many 
thanks and blessings for your kind donation to those less 
fortunate. 
 

PREP CORNER 
PREP – 4th Grade Catechist: 
Mrs. Stephanie Figueroa 
Stephanie Figueroa and her family 
reside in the Egypt section of the 
Whitehall School District. She is 
married to Felix, has three adult 
children, a two-year old mini-cockapoo 
and works full-time as a physician 

recruiter. In her downtime, she enjoys spending time 
with family, outdoor activities, and growing in a personal 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. She has taught 4th 
grade PREP for nine years. Stephanie says, “Teaching 
PREP is a gift from God and does so much for my soul 
and it is my hope for the students, too.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDLY VISITORS NEED YOU 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to 
deliver Christmas gifts to our 
parishioners who live in assisted living 
and nursing home facilities and those 

who are homebound.  Gifts can be picked up at the 
church office between 9:30 am & 3 pm on Tuesday, 
December 13 or Wednesday, December 14 for delivery.  
 

Please contact Pat at 610 – 393 - 8107 if you can offer 
some of your precious time to deliver these gifts to our 
shut-ins. Thank you. 
 

ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH CALENDARS 
 

The 2023 St. Elizabeth Church 
calendars are available after Masses, 
courtesy of O’Donnell Funeral Home. 
Please take what you need. 
 

RECONCILIATION DEC 13 
Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday, December 
13th from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. 
Fr. Stan has invited a few guest priests to be here for 
your convenience. 
Stations will be available around the church and chapel. 
Prayerfully consider making your confession prior to 
Christmas. 

 
 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST SPONSORS NEEDED 
To help offset the cost of the 
breakfast, we ask for a monthly 
sponsor. Are you able to sponsor 
one of our upcoming monthly 
breakfasts? To sponsor a full 

breakfast, we ask for $500. If you cannot give the full 
amount 50% ($250) or even 25% ($125) would be 
helpful. If you can help in any way, please contact the 
parish office at 610-266-0695 ext. 208 
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Christmas at St. Elizabeth of Hungary  
2022 Christmas Schedule 

 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Tuesday, Dec 13th from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
 
 

Christmas Masses  
  Christmas Eve 

Saturday, Dec 24th, 4:30 pm and 9:00 pm 
 
  Christmas Day 

Sunday, Dec 25th, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 
 

New Year’s Masses  
  New Year’s Eve 

Saturday, Dec 31st, 4:30 pm 
 
  New Year’s Day Solemnity of Mary 

Sunday, Jan 1st, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

 
 

 

WELCOME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
Invite someone home to Mass this year. Neighbor, 
friend, child or spouse… make them all feel welcome. 
Everyone is invited! 

 
 

OPLATKI – CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Christmas Wafers are now available at the 
parish rectory during office hours. Wafers 
are $5 per pack which includes five wafers 
in each package. Oplatki is a long-
standing Christmas Eve tradition. It is a 
beautiful way to enhance your family’s 
spiritual Christmas experience. The 

Christmas Eve devotion, including prayers and history, 
are on the back of each envelope. 
 

ST. ELIZABETH MEMORIAL FUND ENROLLEES 
 

June 2022 – December 2022 
 

St. Elizabeth parish has a memorial fund for those who 
have passed. Mass is said in perpetuity for these enrollees 
each month. The names of the enrollees are placed in the 
Memorial Binder located in the foyer of the main church. 
 

John Beacher 
Gerard Boyle 

Frank Crampsie 
Eric Dimter 

Anna Marie Ehritz 
Dorothy Folajtar 

Mazie Glover 
John Kochan 

Rosemarie Kozo 
Angela Loffredo 

William Paslawsky 
Erika Perlaki 
Jane Purvis 

Anne Speicher 
 

 
 

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal. 
Love leaves a memory no one can steal 
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GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
Merry Christmas for a school family! Complete or partial 
sponsorship of a student can make a difference in a 
student's ability to attend Saint Elizabeth Regional 
School. Sponsorship opportunities, which combine faith 
with learning, create a well-rounded and prepared 
student. As an “Angel of the Lord Sponsor,” you 
provide financial support to families who desire the 
spiritual, moral, and intellectual growth fostered by a 
Catholic, faith-based school. Choose from any three 
levels of support: 

• Phanuel Angel: Donate Any Amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a Half Year of Tuition ($1,850) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a Full Year of Tuition ($3,700) 

Send donations to Mrs. Kimberly Kocher, Principal 
St. Elizabeth Regional School, 431 Pershing Blvd, 
Whitehall, PA 18052 Thanks for your support! 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 
Catholic Educator Retreats 

The Office of Evangelization and Formation is hosting a 
series of Catholic Educator Retreats throughout the 
2022-2023 school year. Retreats are open to all Catholic 
educators, parents, Catechists, Directors of Religious 
Educators (DRE), Youth Ministers, Catholic teachers 
teaching in Catholic or Non-Catholic Schools. Call 610-
866-0581. 
 

CYO Coaches Clinic 
All CYO coaches are required to take a coach’s clinic 
within one year of starting to coach for a CYO program 
in the Diocese of Allentown. These clinics provide an 
overview of insurance requirements, sports medicine, 
coaching the child with special needs, and the integration 
of our Catholic faith and CYO. Clinics are held 
throughout the year in the Diocese. Each clinic is held 
from 9 am to 12 pm, with check-in beginning at 8:45 am. 
The registration cost is $25 per participant. 
https://register.allentowndiocese.org/cyo-clinics/ 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
A retreat and intimate spiritual journey for anyone 
seeking healing after having an abortion held on February 
10, 11 and 12. In a safe, supportive, non-judgmental 
environment you can focus on this painful time in your 
life and enter the process of healing. You can experience 
God’s compassion and forgiveness. 
For registration information contact:  Carol Swavely, 
MA, 610-435-1541, ext. 373 or email 
carolswavely@ptd.net Registration must be done prior to 
February 3rd. 
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Mary, wrap me in your mantle, just as you wrapped Juan Diego. 
May you wrap me in your love, too, so that I might grow in the 
same courage and hope as Juan Diego to seek Christ and love 
others in this life. And may you guide me closer to your Son, so that 
I might more fully love Him as you do. 
 

 


