
ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CHURCH  DECEMBER 25, 2022  CHRISTMAS 

BULLETIN INFO: e-mail all bulletin submissions ten days ahead to info@sercc.org 

MASSES / SERVICES 

MONDAY DECEMBER 26 
 9:00 AM Leah Robbins 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 27 
 9:00 AM Kay Ann Mulligan 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 28 
 9:00 AM Thomas Andrew 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 29 
 7:00 PM Ryan O’Leary 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER 30 
 9:00 AM Special Intention 
  Richard & Patricia Lattood 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 31 
 4:30 PM Julia Krempasky 
SUNDAY JANUARY 1 - Solemnity 
 8:00 AM John Bryk Sr. 
  People of the Parish 
 10:00 AM John Swantek 
ADORATION is in the Chapel one hour before daily Mass. 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Casey Ann Perry (12) Kye Fineian (12) 
Jennifer Berger (12) Veronica Gerbe (12) 
Josie Levine (12) Judy Emery (11) 
Astrid Zelko (11) Fernando Colon (11) 
Bob Hartzell (11) Sheila LeBlanc (11) 
Kathy Wiesner (10) Lucy Mellinger (10) 
John Gallucci (10) Ruth Yousseff (10) 
 Phyllis Laky (dnr) 

*NOTE: If you are admitted to the hospital or ER, please 
you call the parish if you want a priest to visit. Names will be 
removed after three months and may be resubmitted at that 
time. 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion and find it 
difficult to join the Communion line, please let the 
ushers know and an Extraordinary Minister will 

bring communion to you. Low gluten hosts are available; 
prior to Mass go to the sacristy so the celebrant will know 
to prepare the host.  
Call our parish office at 610-266-0695. 
Emergency and need a priest? After hours use ext. 399 for 
the emergency mailbox. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please visit us at:  sercc.org 

    https://www.facebook.com/St-
Elizabeth-Catholic-Church-119061511442084 
 

READINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 
First Reading: Isaiah 52: 7 – 10 
Responsorial Psalm: 98 
Second Reading: Hebrews 1: 1 – 6 
Gospel: John 1: 1 – 18 
 

Parish Regular Events (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) times as scheduled 
Baptism Class – 3rd Sunday morning by appointment 
Bible Study – Wed (Sept to May) 10 am in LMR* 
Breakfast Club – 2nd Sun (Nov to Apr) 8 – 11:30 am Hall 
Children’s Choir – contact Music Director for info 
Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thurs (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR* 
Prayer Shawl –2nd Wed Quarterly 2 pm LMR* call 
PREP – Mondays (Sept to April) 6 pm School 
RCIA – Tuesdays (Sept to April) 7 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor. 
 

INTENTIONS 
 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week for 
Anne and Bill Speicher requested by 

Sue Speicher 
 

The Bells will ring this week for 
Theresa Chupka requested by 

Carlisle Family. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died, especially 
Marylou Schlert, mother of Most Rev. Alfred 
Schlert, Bishop of Allentown, who passed away this 
year. May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

 

RCIA 
 

All are welcome to attend the Rite of Christian 
Initiation classes held on Tuesdays each week at 7 pm. 
Call for details 610-266-0695 ext. 208. The topic for 

January 3rd will be Epiphany party and Vocations. 
 
 
 
 

 

December 26th and January 2nd 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-Church-119061511442084
https://www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-Church-119061511442084
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
Many people are concerned that the world has lost 

its focus when it comes to Christmas and that the idea 
that ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’ has been moved 
to the sidelines or no longer has meaning. Many 
wonder if it has turned into a purely secular holiday 
where getting gifts signifies greed and joy and hope 
have been replaced with stress and anxiety. 

 
There is a certain amount of truth in these 

observations. It would be dishonest not to 
acknowledge the earthly materialism that creeps into 
celebrations, and that at times temps us. The greater 
truth, however, is that even if we don’t acknowledge it, 
Jesus himself is always present. He is never ‘not there’. 
It is in His name we celebrate, whether the world says 
so explicitly or not: CHRISTmas! He is there in the 
Spirit of the season, in the giving of gifts, in the lights, 
in the decorations, and in time spent with family. 

 
The Letter to the Hebrews says, ‘In times past, God 

spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors 
through the prophets; in these last days, he has spoken 
to us through the Son.’ The truth is, while the divine 
person of the Son ascended from earth since the 
moment of the Incarnation the Lord has never left us. 
In his name, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we encounter Jesus in word and sacrament - and in 
each other - and not just during this season. He dwells 
among and within us, always and everywhere. And 
whether at this time of year we rejoice or have sorrow, 
or a mixture of both, ‘He sustains all things by His 
mighty word.’ He is Lord and He loves us. 

 
Jesus is the greatest gift we have ever received. God 

gave us his only Son to walk among us and teach us the 
way to salvation. He is the Word made flesh - the 
promise fulfilled. Merry Christmas and God bless. 

 
God bless you, Fr. Stan 

 

 
 

DEACON’S THOUGHTS 
In the beginning was the ‘Word’. Which Word would Jesus 
be? 

He is a noun: solid and concrete, personal and present. 
He is a verb: active in our world, always on the move. 
He is a preposition: expressing relationship and linking 
everything. 
He is a pronoun: close and intimate. 
He is a gerund: the verb of eternal action. 
He is adjective and adverb: enriching and describing how 
to live. 
This Word is also punctuation, every exclamation mark of 

joy, every question mark of mystery. He is thought and pre-
thought, present to the non-verbal and the pre-verbal. He is 
in our ears, lips, eyes, and hands—every way language is 
expressed. He is Alpha and Omega, every letter in every 
language, even the silence and space between words, where 
possibility dwells among us. 

If Scripture is a library of divine love, then today is the 
birthday of the Great Book, the Word written across every 
page. 

Today is born to us a savior, the newborn babe who cries 
and cannot speak, whose first words are yet to come, whose 
teaching and preaching will change the world. If we are 
words within the Word, what will we speak in his honor? 
What will we become in his name? 
 

UPDATE SCRUMPTIOUS PARISH BREAKFAST 
Please note the price increase for 
adults due to supply costs. We will 
serve our monthly Breakfast Buffet on 
Sunday, January 8 from 8:30 – 11:30 AM. 
Come and fill-up on all your favorites of 

bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, home fries, pancakes, 
Danish, juice and coffee – all for $10.00/adult and 
$5.00/child. Children 3 years and under are free. 
 

PREP CORNER 
PREP – 6th Grade Catechist: 
Mrs. Davian Emery 
Davian Emery is our 6th grade PREP 
Catechist. She spent 20 years 
working in the real estate field and 
the last 10 years working for the 
Whitehall Coplay School District. 
She has 2 children, Meghan and 

Brogan, who went successfully through the entire 
PREP program. Davian’s motto is to help guide and 
enrich the next generation of students as it is such a 
worthy and needed endeavor! “Volunteers don’t Have 
the time; volunteers Make the time.” Her goal is to 
bring the students education, faith, and understanding 
in a fun, relatable and interesting way that will create a 
love for Jesus and a means to carry them through all of 
life’s travails. 
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MONTHLY BREAKFAST SPONSORS NEEDED 
To help offset the cost of the 
breakfast, we ask for a monthly 
sponsor. Are you able to sponsor 
one of our upcoming monthly 
breakfasts? To sponsor a full 

breakfast, we ask for $600. If you cannot give the 
full amount 50% ($300) or even 25% ($150) would 
be helpful. We need sponsors for the February and 
March breakfasts. If you can help in any way, please 
contact the parish office at 610-266-0695 ext. 208 
 

 

Christmas at St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary 

2022 Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Masses  
  Christmas Eve 

Saturday, Dec. 24th, 4:30 pm and 9:00 pm 
 
  Christmas Day 

Sunday, Dec. 25th, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 
 

New Year’s Masses  
  New Year’s Eve 

Saturday, Dec. 31st, 4:30 pm 
 
  New Year’s Day Solemnity of Mary 

Sunday, Jan. 1st, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
Merry Christmas for a school family! Complete or 
partial sponsorship of a student can make a difference 
in a student's ability to attend Saint Elizabeth Regional 
School. Sponsorship opportunities, which combine 
faith with learning, create a well-rounded and prepared 
student. As an “Angel of the Lord Sponsor,” you 
provide financial support to families 
who desire the spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual growth fostered by a 
Catholic, faith-based school. Choose 
from any three levels of support:  

• Phanuel Angel: Donate Any Amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a Half of Tuition ($1,850) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a Full Year of Tuition ($3,700) 

Send donations to Mrs. Kimberly Kocher, Principal 
St. Elizabeth Regional School, 431 Pershing Blvd, 
Whitehall, PA 18052 Thanks for your support! 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord – House Blessing 
The Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Epiphany. 
"The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is his, and 

government and power." With these 
words the Church proclaims that 
the feast brings to a perfect 
fulfillment all the purposes of 
Advent. Epiphany, therefore, marks 
the liturgical zenith of the Advent-
Christmas season. — Pius Parsch 

 
The blessing of homes, on whose lintels are inscribed 
the Cross of salvation, together with the indication of 
the year and the initials of the three wise men 
(C+M+B), which can also be interpreted to mean 
Christus Mansionem Benedicat, written in blessed chalk; 
this custom, often accompanied by processions of 
children accompanied by their parents, expresses the 
blessing of Christ through the intercession of the three 
wise men and is an occasion for gathering offerings for 
charitable and missionary purposes. 
St. Elizabeth’s will have house blessing packets 
available at all the exits of the church on the weekend 
of the Epiphany. 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear
/calendar/day.cfm?date=2023-01-08 
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Solemnity Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, but 

deliver us always from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
(Ancient Marian Prayer) 

 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 
Catholic Educator Retreats 

The Office of Evangelization and Formation is hosting 
a series of Catholic Educator Retreats throughout the 
2022-2023 school year. Retreats are open to all Catholic 
educators, parents, Catechists, Directors of Religious 
Educators (DRE), Youth Ministers, Catholic teachers 
teaching in Catholic or Non-Catholic Schools. Call 610-
866-0581. 
 

CYO Coaches Clinic 
All CYO coaches are required to take a coach’s clinic 
within one year of starting to coach for a CYO 
program in the Diocese of Allentown. These clinics 
provide an overview of insurance requirements, sports 
medicine, coaching the child with special needs, and the 
integration of our Catholic faith and CYO. Clinics are 
held throughout the year in the Diocese. Each clinic is 
held from 9 am to 12 pm, with check-in beginning at 
8:45 am. The registration cost is $25 per participant. 
https://register.allentowndiocese.org/cyo-clinics/ 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
A retreat and intimate spiritual journey for anyone 
seeking healing after having an abortion will be held on 
February 10, 11 and 12. In a safe, supportive, non-
judgmental environment you can focus on this painful 
time in your life and enter the process of healing. You 
can experience God’s compassion and forgiveness. 
For registration information contact: Carol Swavely, 
MA, 610-435-1541, ext. 373 or email 
carolswavely@ptd.net Registration must be done prior 
to February 3rd. 
 
 
 
 

Bingo Sunday January 8th 
St. Peter's Church Social Hall, 4 South 5th St, Coplay 
$15 admission gets 2 boards (4 Faces) $5 book specials 
Chips and daubers available for purchase 
Doors open at 1 pm and bingo starts at 2 pm. 
Food available for purchase 
MASKS OPTIONAL 
Items for the food pantry greatly appreciated. 
 

Bethlehem Catholic Theatre Department 
Invites you to join us for a night of mystery and 
intrigue as they present Agatha Christie's: “And Then 
There Were None”. Performances are Jan. 6 & 7 at 7 
pm and Jan. 8 at 3 pm in the Becahi Auditorium. 
Tickets are available at the door or through Tickets to 
the City. We hope to see you there! 
 

 
Allentown Central Catholic High School 

 
Color Me 

 


