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MASSES / SERVICES 
MONDAY  JANUARY 9 
 9:00 AM Anne McCafferty 
TUESDAY  JANUARY 10 
 9:00 AM John Zaczyk 
WEDNESDAY  JANUARY 11 
 9:00 AM Harvey Emert III 
THURSDAY  JANUARY 12 
 7:00 PM Catharina Rieker 
FRIDAY  JANUARY 13 
 9:00 AM Selina Downey 
SATURDAY  JANUARY 14 
 4:30 PM John Beacher 
SUNDAY  JANUARY 15 
 8:00 AM John Beacher 
 10:00 AM John J. Egan 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Karen Allenick Annette Gagge 
Casey Ann Perry Kye Fineian 
Jennifer Berger Veronica Gerbe 
Josie Levine Judy Emery 
Astrid Zelko Fernando Colon 
Bob Hartzell Sheila LeBlanc 
Kathy Wiesner Ruth Youseff 
John Galluci Phyllis Laky 

*NOTE: If you are admitted to the hospital or ER, please call 
the parish if you want a priest to visit. 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If 
you wish to receive Holy Communion and 
find it difficult to join the Communion line, 
please let the usher know and an 
Extraordinary Minister will bring communion 

to you. Low gluten hosts are available; prior to Mass go 
to the sacristy to let the celebrant know to prepare the 
host. 
Call our parish office at 610-266-0695 
Emergency and need a priest? After hours use ext. 310 
for the emergency voice mailbox. 
 

Please visit us at: sercc.org 

https: //www.facebook.com/St-Elizabeth-Catholic-

Church-119061511442084 

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
First Reading:  Isaiah 60: 1 – 6 

Responsorial Psalm: 72 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3: 2 – 6 

Gospel:  Matthew 2: 1 – 12 
 

PARISH REGULAR EVENTS (call for updates) 

Adult Choir – Wed (Sept to May) times as scheduled 

Baptism Class – 3rd Sunday morning by appointment 

Bible Study – Wed (Sept to May) 10 am in LMR* 

Breakfast Club – 2nd Sun (Nov to Apr) 8 – 11 am Hall 

Children’s Choir – contact Music Director for info 

Friendly Visitors – 3rd Thurs (Sept to May) 2 pm LMR* 

Prayer Shawl – as scheduled 

PREP – Mondays (Sept to Apr) 6 pm School 

RCIA – Tues (Sept to Apr) 7 pm LMR* 

*LMR = Parish office large meeting room 2nd floor 

 

RCIA 
All are welcome to attend 

the Rite of Christian 

Initiation classes held on 

Tuesdays each week at 7 

pm. Call for details 610-

266-0695 ext. 208. The 

topic for January 10th will 

be the Church History and the Papacy. 

 

2022 TAX STATEMENTS 
Parishioners wishing a tax 

statement should call the 

parish office, 610-266-0695, 

with their e-mail contact 

information. 

Tax statements will be 

available on January 31st and will be e-mailed to those 

requesting one. Any donations dated after December 

31st will be considered a 2023 donation. You must 

request a tax statement for one to be provided. 

If you prefer you may send a self-addressed stamped 

envelope to the parish office for a paper statement that 

can be postal mailed. 
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 One of the hymns we sing many times during the 

Christmas season is “Joy to the World’. But do we truly 

believe it? Do we really expect to be filled with joy; not 

just on Christmas but continually, each and every day as 

we make our way on the journey we call life? And is this 

joy fleeting or permanent? Temporary or for always? 

Given to a few or to all? 

 I think I know what you might be thinking. It’s 

impossible to always be joyful. Life doesn’t work like 

that. It’s too hard. It’s too disappointing. It’s too 

heartbreaking at times. And in one sense, you are 

absolutely right. To be human is sometimes to be angry 

or fearful or lonely or full of sorrow. And yet, a truly 

joyful person is one who can face all of those things 

knowing he or she is not alone, confident that God loves 

them, will comfort them, and will walk with them 

through whatever life throws their way. Real joy is not 

something that can be taken away by anything from the 

outside. Rather, it is a product of the God within, the 

God who is guiding us and leading us and shining light 

on the path he is inviting us to take. 

 The Magi were not overjoyed because somehow, 

they knew that no hardship would ever come their way 

again. Nor were they overjoyed because they had all the 

answers or that they had everything figured out. Rather, 

they were probably overjoyed because they believed they 

were on the threshold of something wonderful, that the 

world had new possibilities, and that the journey they 

had taken was not in vain, but rather had led them to a 

place of hope and light and meaning and wonder. 

 That’s what God has in store for each of us; not a 

life devoid of sorrow, but one also full of meaning; not 

a life without disappointment, but one also full of hope; 

not a life free from challenges, but one also full of 

possibilities. In a word, a life full of joy. 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! May each of us 

let God do the leading and, like the Magi, be overjoyed 

at what and whom we discover. 

 
God bless you. Fr. Stan. 

 

 

DEACON’S THOUGHTS 
From a Discourse Against the Pagans by 

Saint Athanasius, bishop 
The Word creates a divine harmony in creation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. All things were made through him, and 
without him nothing was made. 
In these words, John the theologian teaches that nothing 

exists or remains in being except in and through the 

Word. 

Think of a musician tuning his lyre. By his skill he adjusts 

high notes to low and intermediate notes to the rest and 

produces a series of harmonies. So too the wisdom of 

God holds the world like a lyre and joins things in the 

air to those on earth, and things in heaven to those in 

the air, and brings each part into harmony with the 

whole. By his decree and will he regulate them all to 

produce the beauty and harmony of a single, well-

ordered universe. While remaining unchanged with his 

Father, he moves all creation by his unchanging nature, 

according to the Father’s will. To everything he gives 

existence and life in accordance with its nature, and so 

creates a wonderful and truly divine harmony. 

To illustrate this profound mystery, let us take the 

example of a choir of many singers. A choir is composed 

of a variety of men, women, and children, of both old 

and young. Under the direction of one conductor, each 

sing in the way that is natural for him: men with men’s 

voices, boys with boys’ voices, old people with old 

voices, young people with young voices. Yet all of them 

produce a single harmony. Or consider the example of 

our soul. It moves our senses according to their several 

functions so that in the presence of a single object they 

all act simultaneously: the eye sees, the ear hears, the 

hand touches, the nose smells, the tongue tastes, and 

often the other parts of the body act as well as, for 

example, the feet may walk. 

Although this is only a poor comparison, it gives some 

idea of how the whole universe is governed. The Word 

of God has but to give a gesture of command and 

everything falls into place; each creature performs its 

own proper function, and all together constitute one 

single harmonious order. 
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UPDATE SCRUMPTIOUS PARISH BREAKFAST 
Please note the price increase for adults 

due to supply costs. We will serve our 

monthly Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, 

January 8 from 8:30 – 11:30 am! Come and 

fill-up on all your favorites of bacon, sausage, scrambled 

eggs, home fries, pancakes, Danish, juice, and coffee – 

all for only $10.00/adult and $5.00/child (ages 4-12). 

Children 3 years and under are free. 

A special thank you to our January breakfast sponsors: 

Ann & Joe Frankl and Annie Kern. 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – HOUSE BLESSING 

The Church celebrates the Solemnity of 
the Epiphany. According to Austrian 
theologian Pius Parsch “The Lord and ruler 
is coming; kingship is his, and government and 
power.” With these words the Church 

proclaims that the feast brings to a perfect fulfillment all 
the purposes of Advent. Epiphany, therefore, marks the 
liturgical zenith of the Advent-Christmas season. 
The blessing of homes, on whose lintels are inscribed 
with blessed chalk the Cross of salvation, together with 
the indication of the year and the initials of the three wise 
men (20+C+M+B+23), Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 
which can also be interpreted to mean Christus Mansionem 
Benedicat, (Christ Bless this House) written in blessed chalk; 
this custom, often accompanied by processions of 
children accompanied by their parents, expresses the 
blessing of Christ through the intercession of the three 
wise men and is an occasion for gathering offerings for 
charitable and missionary purposes. 
St. Elizabeth’s will have house blessing packets 
available at all the exits of the church on the weekend 
of the Epiphany. 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear
/calendar/day.cfm?date=2023-01-08 
 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST SPONSOR NEEDED 
To help offset the cost of the breakfast, 

we ask for a monthly sponsor. Are you 

able to sponsor one of our upcoming 

monthly breakfasts? To sponsor a full 

breakfast, we ask for $600. If you cannot give the full 

amount 50% ($300) or even 25% ($150) would be 

helpful. We need sponsors for the February and March 

breakfasts. If you can help in any way, please contact the 

parish office at 610-266-0695 ext. 208. 

 

FIRST PENANCE 
Please keep the young children of our 
parish in your prayers as they prepare to 
receive the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation on Saturday, January 21st. 
God, you know me so well. You created me. You 
know the number of hairs on my head, and you 

even know the thoughts in my heart before I ever knew them. I’m 
coming to you today as your child, longing to hear from you and 
asking your divine healing. There’s so much I don’t understand 
about life. But I do know that with one touch, one word, you can 
make me whole. Please forgive me of my sins and begin your healing 
from the inside out. 

 
GIVE THE GIFT OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

Merry Christmas for a school family! Complete or partial 
sponsorship of a student can make a difference in a 
student’s ability to attend St. Elizabeth Regional School. 
Sponsorship opportunities, which combine faith with 
learning, create a well-rounded and prepared student. As 
an “Angel of the Lord” sponsor you provide the 
financial support to families who desire the spiritual, 
moral and intellectual growth fostered by a Catholic, 
faith-based school. Choose from three levels of support: 

• Phanuel Angel: Donate any amount 

• Seraphim Angel: Donate a half tuition ($1,850) 

• Uriel Angel: Donate a full year tuition ($3,700) 
Send donations to Mrs. Kim Kocher, Principal 
St. Elizabeth Regional School, 431 Pershing Blvd, 
Whitehall, PA 18052. Thanks for your support! 
 

 
Bingo Sunday January 8th 

St. Peter’s Church Social Hall, 4 South 5th St. Coplay 

$15 admission gets 2 boards (4 faces) $5 book specials 

Chips and daubers available for purchase 

Doors open at 1 pm and bingo starts at 2 pm 

Food available for purchase 

MASKS Optional 

Items for the food pantry greatly appreciated. 
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Allentown Central Catholic High School 

 
 

Sacred Heart, Bath – Breakfast is Back 

Knights of Columbus 14464 famous community 

breakfast is back. On January 15th in the church 

auditorium at 117 Washing ton St, Bath. All of your 

favorites along with the January special of potato 

pancakes. From 7 am to 11 am. Adults $11, children $5 

under age 5 free. 

 

Right for Life March 

If you would like to attend the Right for Life march in 

Washington, DC on Friday, January 20th, a bus will 

Depart at 7 am from St. Jane in Easton after the 6:30 am 

Mass. $15 per person. Contact Andrew at 484-259-7740. 

Link online https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-

national-right-for-life-march-tickets-490876915067 

 

Girl Scout Cookie Time 

Get ready for Girl Scout cookies! $5 per 

box, all your favorites will be available!  

Carmel Delites, Thin Mints, Peanut Butter 

Patties, Peanut Butter Sandwiches, 

Lemonades, Toast-Yay, Shortbread and 

Adventureful!  

Cookies will be available after all Masses on January 21st 

and 22nd! 

 

Helpers of God's Precious Infants 

Saturday January 14th, please join us at a Prayer 

Pilgrimage for the unborn and all those involved in 

abortion. The pilgrimage begins with Mass at 8 am at 

Notre Dame Church, 1861 Catasauqua Rd., Bethlehem 

and continues with The Rosary at the Allentown 

Women's Center located at 31 S. Commerce Way, 

Bethlehem Industrial Park. The Mission is that through 

prayer, peaceful presence, and fasting we may be God's 

instruments in the salvation of souls, so that innocent 

lives will be saved from abortion. Be part of the call to 

bring God's everlasting, unconditional love to those 

involved in abortion so that their hearts may be 

converted and receive God's gift of life with joy. 

 

Fr. Stan will again be participating in the annual “Cooks 

with Collars”. Look forward to the kickoff on January 

30th. Find all the takes on your old recipes with a 

prayerful flair and some new recipes you never tried 

before. Fr. Stan’s recipe is well worth the wait!!! 

 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION OPEN 
St. Elizabeth Regional School is 

now accepting applications for 

the 2023 – 2024 school year for 

Pre-K through 8th Grade. Please 

note that enrollment in 

kindergarten requires that your 

child be 5 years of age BEFORE 

October 15, 2023. If you need an application, contact 

the school office at 610-264-0143. A non-refundable 

enrollment fee will be required when your application is 

returned to the school office. 
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PREP CORNER 
PREP – 7th Grade Catechist: 

Mr. Scott Hamilton 

Our 7th Grade PREP teacher is Scott 

Hamilton. He has been a member of 

St. Elizabeth since 1988. He has 

been teaching 7th grade PREP since 

2014. Scott and his wife Kelly were 

married at St. Elizabeth 20 years ago. 

They have three wonderful children: 

Megan, a Northampton Area High School senior; 

Gregory who is currently in 5th grade PREP and Abigail 

who is attending 1st grade PREP and ‘looking forward to 

receiving Jesus for the first-time next year!’ You may find 

Scott in the kitchen at the Parish Breakfast. Most 

recently, Scott trained to become an Extraordinary 

Minister of the Eucharist. Scott earned his Master 

Catechist Certificate from the Diocese Institute for 

Catechesis and Formation. He earned a bachelor’s 

degree in Elementary Education from Kutztown 

University. Scott states, “As I teach our faith to the 

youth, I continue to learn more about the Catholic way 

of life. I hope to bring them closer to Jesus Christ 

through studying the sacraments, engaging in prayer and 

adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, as well 

as the Catholic way of life and prayer in our PREP 

lessons.” 

 

 

 

 

 

PREP CORNER 
PREP – 7th Grade Aide: 

Mrs. Monica Cocca 

• Member of St. Elizabeth 

for 40 years 

• Taught 1st Grade CCD 

from 1987 - 1994 

• Married to Anthony 

Cocca, who is a lector 

• Monica has three sons, 

all who went to Whitehall schools and were altar 

servers 

• She has three grandsons and two granddaughters 

• Monica graduated from Whitehall High School 

and Muhlenberg College with a degree in 

Psychology 

• She retired in August of this year, but continues 

to work part time as a test proctor at the college 

• Monica worked at Muhlenberg College for 33 

years as the Director and Coordinator of the 

Tutoring Program where she annually assigned 

1,100 tutor request and employed 300 peer 

tutors. 
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SAINT ELIZABETH REGIONAL SCHOOL 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Saturday, January 28, 2023 

St. Elizabeth Parish Hall 

Seating Times: 4:00, 5:30 or 7:00 pm 

Advance Tickets: Adult (over age 12) $12.00 

Child (ages 5 – 12) $  7.00 
(children under 5 are free) 

At the door:  Adult (over age 12) $13.00 

Child (ages 5 – 12) $  8.00 
(children under 5 are free) 

 

Just put this order form in an envelope (marked “Spaghetti Dinner”) with your check 

made payable to Saint Elizabeth Regional School and place it in the collection basket. 

We’ll have your tickets ready after Mass the weekend of January 14/15 and 21/22. 
 

Of course, you can always purchase tickets after Mass on the weekends listed above, or 

during regular office hours at the school or parish offices. 
 

We thank Jay Gilbert and the Gilbert Funeral Home for funding the entire cost of the 

dinner; 100% of the proceeds will go to the school. 
 

 

Name:  Phone:  

 

  Number of Adult tickets @ $12.00 each 

  Number of Child tickets @ $  7.00 each 

  Number of Children under age 5 attending Free 

 

Circle seating time requested: 4:00 5:30  7:00 
 

A limited number of tickets will be sold for each seating, 

so please send your request in early! 
 

Please indicate seating request if you plan on having a large group. Also, include the 

number in the party and name: (example: Smith family, party of 10) 

 

Name:  Number in party:  

 


