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Christman 

 

 

 

WELCOME - WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE

 

 
 

MONDAY  DECEMBER 15   9:00 AM Emil Gnall 
TUESDAY  DECEMBER 16   9:00 AM Bob Salasky 
   Penance Service 6:30 PM 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER 17   9:00 AM Dolores Oswald 
THURSDAY  DECEMBER 18   9:00 AM Parents of Deceased Children 
FRIDAY  DECEMBER 19   9:00 AM Irene Minetola 
SATURDAY  DECEMBER 20   4:30 PM Dorothy Folajtar 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER 21   8:00 AM Dorothy Dorsey 
      10:00 AM Dolores Oswald 
       People of the Parish 
 

 
If admitted to the hospital, please call the parish if you want a priest to visit or need an Anointing. 

M. Boccardi 12 R Kromer 11 D Delbertis 11 
 

J Potylycki 10 J Kwiatkowski A Buchman 
G Edelman 12 A Stahley 11 E Irons 11 

 

W Shepard T Reimer A Gagge 
 R King 11 J Gnall 11 

 

K Dugan C Mack Rev. Domin 
 D Benner 11 M Albarell 10 

 

D Willgruber H Ainchayba A Rosado 
 A Baran 11 D Ehrlacher 10 

 

A Xhaferi D Emery C Wilber 
 B Hartzell 11 J Berger 10 

 

J Flax Rev. Sobiesiak J Greczyn 
* Please note that those suffering from life threatening illness listed above will remain; others are on the list for three months, you may call to be readded as necessary 
 

WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS 
While Holy Communion may be received by prepared Catholics, our non-Catholic friends are encouraged 
to receive a blessing during communion. Join the line, cross your arms over your chest as you approach 
the altar, and the celebrant or EOM will give you a blessing. Welcome and God Bless You. 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE ON DECEMBER 6 - 7 EMERGENCY? Please call the hospital or nursing facility 
Chaplain if you or your loved one is a resident 
or patient and needs immediate attention. For 
an Anointing, please call and leave a message 
at the parish office for the next business day. 

   

 

Saturday 4:30 pm – 139 

 

Sunday 8:00 am – 198 

10:00 am – 287 
 

 
 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you wish to receive Holy Communion and find it difficult to join the Communion 
line, let the Usher know and an Extraordinary Minister will bring communion to you. Low gluten hosts are available. Prior 
to Mass go to the sacristy and speak with the celebrant so the host can be prepared. 
At Church: AED and First Aid kits are available in the School and Parish Hall; the Sacristy also has some supplies. Exterior 

doors are locked after Mass begins however they are push to open at all times. 
Assisted Living Residents – please note that each parish is assigned a local area facility. While we would like to visit all our 
parishioners, if you are not at our assigned facility, Whitehall Manor, another parish may be coming to see you. 
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PRAYING…AS DISCIPLES 
 

MEMORIAL INTENTIONS 
The Sanctuary Candle burned this week for Cyril Tertel requested by 

the Tertel Family. 
 

The Bells will ring this week for Shirley & Raymond Casari 
requested by Tracy Casari.  
 

PRAYER, ADORATION AND ROSARY 
Adoration is held one hour before every weekday Mass. We also say 
the rosary half an hour before Mass begins. Please join us. The main 
church is open daily from 10 am to 2 pm for private prayer. 
 

OUR LADY OF KNOTS NOVENA 
A small group of dedicated people stay after daily Mass on 
Tuesdays to pray a novena to Our Lady of Knots. Bring a rosary 
and join us. 
 

RECONCILIATION / CONFESSION 
Reconciliation is available before weekend Masses. Saturday 3:30 – 4:15, 
Sunday 7:15 – 7:45 am, 9:15 – 9:45 am and by appointment during weekdays. 
 

OCIA TOPIC OF THE WEEK 
for Tuesday, Dec 16th 7 pm – Advent Stories. Call 610-266-0695 ext. 208 for 
more information. 
 

ADVENT 
Advent is the period of preparation for the coming of the birth of Jesus 
at Christmas and a preparation for the second coming of Christ. The 
Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. The rose 
or pink candle which we light on the Advent Wreath is also called the 
Shepherd Candle which reflects the joy that comes through Jesus’ 
arrival, and through the salvation He has gifted us. 

 

WRITINGS FROM DEACON 
What are you expecting? When Jesus was born, the expectation of the people was 
that a great king would come in triumph to defeat the oppression of the Romans. 
Who wouldn’t want that? Moses had secured the release of the people from the 
control of the Egyptians. Would not the new king effect an even greater victory 
in his day? 
In today’s gospel, John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if He was the 
one who is to come. Jesus told them to report back what it was that they were 
seeing. The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised and the poor hear the good news proclaimed to them. This freedom 
from oppression and misery as announced by the prophet Isaiah was not military 
and political, but rather a personal restoration of dignity. 
As Jesus said of John, if you were looking for someone in fine clothing, look 
beyond to see the greatest of prophets, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater. 

SACRAMENTS 
DEVOTIONS 

SACRAMENTS 
New to the parish? – Register as a new 
member to receive Sacraments. 
 

BAPTISM: (Infant to Age 6) 
Baptisms are currently being celebrated on 
the first Sunday of the month. Registered 
parish members may contact the parish 
office as soon as they learn that a child is 
on the way but should contact the parish 
office at least two months prior to the 
Baptism to register for the Baptism Class. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST/ PENANCE: 
Normally received in 2nd grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is required 
for at least two years before sacrament is 
received. 
 

CONFIRMATION: 
Normally received in 8th grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is required 
for at least two years before sacrament is 
received. 
 

MARRIAGE: 
At least six months before your anticipated 
wedding. Contact the pastor for a meeting 
to go over information regarding 
scheduling and the preparation process. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: 
Contact our parish office for the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
prior to surgery or during serious illness. 
Holy Communion is brought to the 
homebound monthly. 
 

FUNERAL: 
For the passing of a Loved one please 
contact the funeral home of your choice. 
The funeral Director will contact the 
church to arrange a date and time for the 
service. Funerals are held on weekdays. 
 

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

OF ADULTS: (O.C.I.A.) 
Is Jesus inviting you to join His Church? 
Do you want to become Catholic? Contact 
the parish office to learn more about this 
process. We look forward to journeying in 
Faith with you. 
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LIVING…as Disciples  
 

FRIENDLY VISITORS NEED YOU 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to deliver Christmas gifts to our 
parishioners who live in assisted living and nursing home facilities 
and those who are homebound. Gifts can be picked up at the 
church office between 9:00 am & 3:00 pm on Thursday, December 18 or 9:00 am to 
noon Friday, December 19 for delivery. Call 610-266-0695 for info. Thank you. 
 

2026 PARISH CALENDARS 
Parish calendars are available in the church foyer and at the side exits. 
We can thank the Gilbert Funeral Home for sponsoring the 
calendars. Please take what you need for your homes or friends and 
family. 
 

SURVIVING DIVORCE – THIS PROGRAM IS BACK! 
Give yourself the gift of encouragement for the new year. Register for 
the Divorce Recovery class, program created to bring hope and healing 
to those who have experienced the pain and loneliness of a broken 
marriage. Whether you are newly separated/divorced or still experiencing painful 
issues years later this program can help. But most of all participants appreciate the 
program’s deep insights of God’s personal love for us and desire to heal us. Parish 
office second floor Large Meeting room. Mon, January 12, to Mon, March 16. Time: 
6:15 – 7:15 pm For more information 505-688-8663 or jtzing@gmail.com 
 

SCRUMPTIOUS PARISH BREAKFAST! 
We will serve our monthly Breakfast Buffet on Sunday, December 14 
from 8:30 – 11:30 am! Come and fill-up on all your favorites of bacon, 
sausage, scrambled eggs, home fries, pancakes, Danish, juice and coffee 
– all for only $10/adult, children 11-16 only $5/child children 10 years and under 
are FREE. Treat your favorite Advent Angel! We are very grateful to all our 
wonderful and dedicated volunteers. Many thanks to our coordinator, Tom Amico! 
We are very grateful for this month’s sponsor, the Music Ministry and this month’s 
special is homemade pumpkin roll, mini cherry cheesecakes, tandycakes and banana 
& apple cinnamon cupcakes provided by Debbie Galgon. AND a special guest may 
make an appearance to see if you are naughty or nice! 
 

PARISH RECONCILIATION DEC 16TH 

Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday, December 16th 
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. Fr. Joe has invited a few guest priests 
to be here for your convenience. Confessional stations will be available around the 
church and chapel. Prayerfully consider making your confession prior to Christmas. 
 

OPLATKI – CHRISTMAS WAFERS 
Christmas Wafers are now available at the parish rectory during office 
hours. Wafers are $3 per pack which includes four wafers in each 
package. Oplatki is a long-standing Christmas Eve tradition. It is a 
beautiful way to enhance your family’s spiritual Christmas experience. 
The Christmas Eve devotion, including prayers and history, are on the 
back of each envelope. 

MINISTRY 
COMMUNITY 

OFFICE – 610-266-0695 

 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Joseph J. Kweder 
x100 • pastor@sercc.org 
 

DEACON: 
Mike Meder x 202 
Servantmike1@yahoo.com 
 

IN RESIDENCE: 
Rev. Robert Potts x 323 
 

DIR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
Mary Spieker x 208 
dirreled@sercc.org 
 

DIR OF MUSIC MINISTRY: 
Patrick Oswald x 320 
patoswald96@yahoo.com 
 

BOOKKEEPERS: 
Lucy Mickley/ Ellen Fedorak x 102 
bookkeeper@sercc.org 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 
d.wunderler@outlook.com 
 

CYO 
Ryan MacKewen, President 
cyo@sercc.org 
 

FUNERAL COORDINATOR: 
Joan Glover 
jglover@ptd.net 
 

DIOCESAN CEMETERIES: 
Jim Hoffmann 
610-871-5200 
 

WEDDING COORDINATOR: 
Wendy Ohlsen 
weo143@aol.com 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER: 
Kathy Garcia x 103 
register@sercc.org 
 

CUSTODIAN: 
Tom Shak 
tom.shak@icloud.com 

 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
Kim Kocher x 401 
principal@sercc.org 
 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE ASST: 
Kathi Connors x 400 
school@sercc.org 
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CLOTHING AND USED HOUSEHOLD ITEM COLLECTION MARCH 2026 
Do you have clothing you haven’t worn in ages? Have your 
kids outgrown their clothes? Do you plan on changing the 
design in your bathroom or kitchen and want to get rid of 
the old sheets or towels? Please save all your used donations 
for a grand collection in March 2026. More information to follow. 
 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
The “Giving Tree” is an opportunity to celebrate the birth of Jesus by 
giving gifts of baby and new mother items to those less fortunate. 
Our students from St. E’s 8th grade created beautiful gift tags for the 
tree for you to take and purchase a gift. Donations will be taken to Catholic 
Charities and the Cay Galgon Life House. Please choose a tag from the tree in the 
church foyer, and bring the UNWRAPPED gift to church by December 14. Many 
thanks and blessings for your kind donations to our brothers and sisters in need. 
 

ADVENT EVENING OF SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
All are invited on Sunday Dec 14th at 5:00 pm for St. Elizabeth Music Ministry’s 
annual Advent Evening of Scripture and Song. Please join us as we explore the 
mystery of Our Lord’s birth through the beauty of music. Prelude music begins at 
4:30 pm. Annual volunteer appreciation dinner to follow in the parish hall. 

 

A GREAT BIG “TURKEY” THANK YOU! 
Many thanks for the magnificent response to our turkey 
donation request. Twenty-five turkeys were donated and 
10 were given out to our school and PREP families. The 
rest were donated to the Cay Galgon Life House. We are also thankful to our school 
and PREP families for their annual Thanksgiving food donations. Many benefited 
from your generosity! God bless all who helped make a big difference on many a 
Thanksgiving table this year! 
“May God fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
Philippians 4:19-20 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE 
St. Elizabeth Regional School 
433 Pershing Blvd. 
Whitehall, PA 18052 
610-264-0143 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Allentown Central Catholic 
301 N. 4th St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 
610-437-4601 
www.acchs.info 
COLLEGE 
Alvernia University 
400 St. Bernardine St. 
Reading, PA 19607 
888 – 258 – 3764 
www.alvernia.edu 

 
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 
Sacred Heart, Allentown 
Fr. Remy Cole 610 – 776 - 4513 

Lehigh Valley, Cedar Crest 
Fr. Joesph Ganser 610–402-8465 

Lehigh Valley, 17th St. and 
St. Luke’s, Allentown 
Cathedral 610 – 433 - 6461 

Good Shepherd, Allentown 
Fr. Venantius Karobo 
610 – 797 - 9733 

St. Luke’s, Bethlehem 
Fr. Jerome Tauber 610 – 867 -5039 

Lehigh Valley, Muhlenberg 
Fr. Venantius Karobo 
610 – 797 - 9733 

 
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 
Resurrection Cemetery 
547 Krocks Rd 
Allentown, PA 18106 
610 – 395 - 3819 
Holy Saviour Cemetery 
2575 Linden St 
Bethlehem, PA 18017 
610-866-2372 

 
RETROUVAILLE 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org 
800-470-2230 
SURVIVING DIVORCE 
Jane at 505-688-8663 
GRIEF SUPPORT 
Marilyn at 610-216-9315 
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Christmas at St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
2025 Christmas Schedule 

 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Tuesday, Dec 16th from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

 
 

Christmas Masses 
  Christmas Eve 

Wednesday, Dec 24th, 4:30 pm and 9:00 pm 
 

  Christmas Day 
Thursday, Dec 25th, 8:00 am and 10:00 am 

 
 
 

New Year’s Masses 
  New Year’s Eve 

Wednesday, Dec 31st, 4:30 pm 
 

  New Year’s Day Solemnity of Mary 

Thursday, Jan 1st, 9:00 am 
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ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH NEW ADDITION 
Many of you might have noticed the newest statue that has been placed in the church, our newest 
Saint – Carlo Acutis, who was canonized on September 7, 2025. 
Carlo Acutis was born May 3, 1991, in London. Just a few months later, he moved with his parents, 
Andrea Acutis and Antonia Salzano, to Milan, Italy. 

• Carlo was diagnosed with leukemia as a teenager. Before his death in 2006, he offered his 
sufferings for Pope Benedict XVI and for the Church, saying: “I offer all of my suffering to 
the Lord for the pope and for the Church in order not to go to purgatory but to go straight to heaven.” 

• From an early age, Carlo had a special love for God, even though his parents weren’t especially devout. Antonia 
Salzano, his mom, said that before Carlo, she went to Mass only for her First Communion, her Confirmation, and 
her wedding. As a young child, Carlo loved to pray the rosary. After he made his First Communion, he went to 
Mass as often as possible at the parish across from his elementary school. Carlo’s love for the Eucharist inspired a 
deep conversion for his mother. 

• Carlo was a faithful friend. He was known for standing up for kids at school who got bullied, especially kids with 
disabilities. 

• Carlo was fascinated with computer coding and taught himself some of the basic coding languages, including C and 
C++. Carlo loved playing video games. His mother recalls that he liked Nintendo Game Boy and GameCube as 
well as PlayStation and Xbox. He had conversations with his gaming buddies about the importance of going to 
Mass, confession and limited his video game playing to two hours per week. Carlo also liked Spider-Man and 
Pokémon. 

• Carlo died on Oct. 12, 2006, and was buried in Assisi, Italy. 
 

FELLOWSHIP…AS DISCIPLES! 
 

Endowment for Care of Retired Priests 
When a Diocesan priest is ordained, he makes a lifelong commitment to serve the needs of the 
faithful in the Diocese of Allentown. In return, the Diocese makes a commitment to the priest 
to provide for his basic well-being during his lifetime, including retirement. The normal 
retirement age for a priest in our Diocese is 75. Retirement costs including insurance, healthcare, prescription drugs, 
skilled nursing care, and housing and sustenance continue to escalate. At present, approximately one-third of Diocesan 
priests are retired. The Diocese of Allentown currently pays for the retirement needs of priests through the Because We 
are Catholic Annual Appeal and the Diocesan operating budget. Due to the ever-increasing costs of care, which now exceed 
$2.7 million per year, the Diocese has created this Endowment Fund as an additional source of funding to cover these 
expenses in the future. 
 

Stations of the Crib 
Join us as we journey through the beautiful story of Christ’s birth, from the Annunciation to Bethlehem and beyond. 
Experience the mystery of the Incarnation, a profound expression of God’s humility and love. Come and share this 
prayerful evening with song and reflection, a perfect way to enter the heart of Advent! 
Presenter: Sister Barbara Brown, OSF, December 14 | 7:00 pm. White House Chapel at Monocacy Manor | 395 Bridle 
Path Rd, Bethlehem, 18017 Free Will Offering accepted 
 

Christmas Blue Mass 
Friday, Dec. 26th at Assumption BVM Church, 22nd & Washington Ave, Northampton. Adoration is 4 pm; Mass at 5 pm 
For many, Christmas isn’t ‘The Most Wonderful Time of the Year’ (as the song goes). Consolation, healing and hope 
are offered for so many that carry a heaviness during the season. You are welcome if you’ve lost a spouse, child, family 
member or friend, finances, stability, health, etc. 
 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

Community 
Events 
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