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‘The Family Fully Alive: 100 Years of Fatima’

Regional Events Draw Hundreds of Diocesan Families Together

By TARA CONNOLLY
Staff Writer

Farilies in the Diocess of Alkntown honored Our

Lady of Fatima by learning more about her raessages,

the rosary engaging in Excharistic adoration and

coraing together for a raeal Oct, 22 for “The FaralyFully
Alive: 100 Years of Fatira.”

An estiraated 375 families joired ho&ethzr at Holy
CGuardian A:ﬁe]s, Reading; St Elizabeth of Hungary
White hall; and St. Patrick, Pottsville to observe a century
since the Blessed Mother first appeared to the young shep
terd children on Ilay 13, 1917,

Each celebration began with a Farily Holy Hour and
Euchanstic adoration, and continued wath reflection, ac-
trvities and a pasta raeal.

Alexa Doncsecz, assistant director of the diocesan
Office of Youth, Young Sdult and Faraily Minstry wel-
cormed 206 menbersof the faithat 5t Elizabeth She said
the faraily fully to life

the event was desigred to bn
. P ard to leamabout

thmu%hout the Diocese on the sare da
what Our Lady revealed to the world during her appan-
tions at Fatira,

“Thank you for coraing out this everang to celkbrate
the gift of faralywith us. This dayis for you, and we have

lenty of excifing activities planned this evening to help
ringﬁutoget}er in your farailies, as well as to unite you
with the other farnilies here, and we hope you have a won
derful evening

Father John Pendzick,
Holy Howr by irating chi
the Euharist.

“It & always worderful to be with Jesus. Soretires
we need a rermirder to rotice that Jesus is in front of you.
Jesus is present in our farilies, in the Scriptures and in his
priests. Jesws ¥ always shining down on youso you can
goak up his radiarce,” he said.

Father Pendzick also asked the children and farailies
to listen with their hearts while Jesus is speaking to them
dwring adorationand to reditate on the statue of Our Lady

7 said Dorcsecz.
tor of St. Elizabeth, led the
n to sit before the altarand

Father John Pendzick, pastor of St. Elizabheth of Hungary, Whitehall talks with children about Eucharistic
adoration during "The Family F ully Alive: 100 Years of Fatima." {(Photo hy John Simritz)

of Fatira. Tun children eager to icipate in the celebration
“This is your special tirae with Jesus. Look to Ow Lady  were siblings Mib, 8, and Blakesly IVbser, 5, panishioners
of Fatira, Thoge childrenare a good example for us. They  of Our Lady of Perpe tual Help, Bethlehem,
gaye and saw Mary ina vay that ro one else did. Take Milo, who offered the First Reading at St. Elizabeth,
w tirce to listen to and love Jesus. Tell hira that you love
hiraand Isten to what he says,” he sax, Please s2e FAMILY page 9 b
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sad e was locking foreradd fo the cel

ehimtiom becaise of hus adnoration for

“We truly
enjoyed

ihe ine of
felfo wship
and praver.
This event
was jusi one
exainple of
ihe Diocese’s
fowve af fomi-
fies, yoiung
peaple and
pursiiiof
hofinessin
corm i iy

Marg hs low
of the rosary and
havine an offimial
wle mn the cer
SIONY

“T wanted to
be her becanse
I like Mary ard I
love adomtion I
like adomton be-
case [ ke to talk
to God, " he sad.

“The message
of Fatima 15 1o
mray the rosary
Ve prav the msa-
tyas a famly e
ery mght. I lowed
doing the reading
at aderatn and
getting 1o 51t rext

to Father Pendm el at dimmer™

Elkesly ammived at the cekbraton
wih a pink rosary in hand ard sadd she
was excled to meetupwrith frends fiom
other park hes .

“Twranted to gobecanse [ love Mary
My favorte part was seemy fiends that
g0 fo arother cloarch. [ ke defeabing the
devilwhen! pray the rosary ™ she sad.

Jamice 5 emlk, parshioner of Assump-
ton BVM, Bethkhem, and her family
akojomed the festivities at 5t Elizabeth
to welax and delve deeper o praver.

ur experene was 2 most delizht-
fal spiritnal and enchanting evening of
praver. Ve Rl sowelkome and frnate
o he blessed, and wre tuly ergoyed our
everung,” she sai.

Tma Merowi, parshioner of 3t Am
bhmse, Sckmylkill Haven, tumed oat for
the celebration at 3t Patrick, Pottswille,
wih her mother and grandson and ap-
proximately W other mewbers of the
faath

“Tha play of the Fatma appanton
was a favonte, and for oy grandson the
crafts were emoved a5 well It made us

Plzaze zec RAMILY page 10 ke
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mowx aware of such a special mwacle
from OurLady™ she said.

Also atterding the event at St. Pabick,
were Sarah and Darren Dedment, pa-
rvllsllllemmrs of St. Jolm the Baptist, Potts-

“We tuly enjoyed the ime of falloar-
ship ard prayer. This evert was qust one
exanpk of the Diocese’™s love of fanu-
Les, young people and pursuitof holiress
inconmmrty,” said S arah

Right, faithful as-
s=mhle "good deed
head" bracelets at
St. Elizabeth. (P ho-
to by John Simitz)

Below, children from
the Berks Deanery
perform  the sory
of Fatima at HGA.
(Photo by Thea
Azlo)

At the Berks Deanery celebration, ap-
proximately 111 faithfil ergoyed the spe-
cialcekbrationat HGA.

“The Holy Hour was very uplifing. It
was great fallowship and a great meal”
said Mary Fabian, panshiorer of Most
Elessed Sacrament, Bally

Each of the cekbratiors performed a
short play re-enacting the BEkssed Virgin
apparions in Fatima, whewe she request-
ed daily prayer of the rosary reparation
repentance, and sacrifice, and the aban-
dorment of sm to St. Francisco de Jesus
Marto, his sisterSt. Jacintade Jesus Mar
to and their cousin Licia S ardos.

The celebraton ako inchided a faruly
meal, arts and crafts and games.




Mohma lxd 3 decxde o Ihe ooy be'oe |he Cuchoss o . Cuabelh.
|Pholo by John Simils)

Children re-enact ore ofthe appartitions at Fatima at St. Elizabeth. (P hoto by
John Simitz)

Sl Mo praya e icom yduing Suchansc xodion 2l %21 . Cuabelh,
|Phalo by John Samils)

Mio Ko suden 31 OQu Lxdyo! Peipsiua Melp Ychool Relhehem o'mia
IheFaal Rexdng al H. Chatalh, |[Fralo by John Wmls)

Famima ‘om priahex in Morllarmpion and Lehgh deanmiss smqoy > o
meial Tl O atelhpushcanier . |Phob by ohn “mids)

Mmn pinlopeite: lo pay 2 deeade ol Ihe oxny 3l AW, Chratmih, |[Fholo by
John Jamilr)

Above, Ihm H.Chrabelh chos ange 2 AMaian hymninhona o! |he '00h an-
nveixy o Fama. |FPhdo by John YSmisn)

Rogh snpynpite wxivima s H.Chabeh ae iom !l Megan, Aok ard
Fomx Quuania piahonesao! %, Thomos Mome, Menoan.|Fhob by John
w“mirs)







