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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

‘What are you looking for?’ Such a simple question from 
the mouth of Jesus. He noticed that two of John the Baptist’s 
disciples had begun following Him. And (as most of us would 
probably do) He turned around and inquired as to what they 
were doing, why they were following Him, what they were 
hoping to achieve, or to paraphrase Jesus, what they were 
looking for? Such a simple and direct question, and yet 

Andrew and the unnamed disciple don’t really come up with 
an answer. Maybe they were distracted, in awe, intimidated, 
embarrassed, or did not hear the question. Possibly they really 
didn’t know the answer. 

Of course, John had said something quite dramatic to them 

as Jesus walked by: ‘Behold the Lamb of God’, a title that 
would almost certainly have been unclear to them in regard to 
its’ meaning. Yet, John’s words sparked something in those 
two men that day, motivated them to pay some attention to 
Jesus, inspired them to give Him a closer look. But exactly 
what did they see that day? 

It would be naive to assume that all those who came into 
contact with Jesus immediately saw something divine in Him, 
or instantly thought He was some kind of incredibly wise or 
special or powerful man. Scripture and our basic life 
experiences tell us otherwise. My guess is that for every person 
who was completely enamored with Him, there were probably 
ten who didn’t get what all the fuss was about. 
Why the difference? 

The answer may lie with that simple question, ‘What are 

you looking for?’ 

 
 

It may seem that it would be easy for a person to see what 
is right in front of him or her. But that is simply not the case. 
Have you ever looked for something you know is right in front 

of you, but you can’t seem to locate it? 
Have you ever not been able to find something on a shelf 

or look for a particular puzzle piece and someone else walks 
up and finds it right away? The truth is that sometimes we 
can’t see what is right in front of us because of some 
misconception or some kind of false preconceived notion of 
what it is that we are looking for. 

The spiritual life is no different. The Jewish people in the 
time of Jesus had specific ideas as to both the kind of Messiah 
that would come to rescue Israel and as to the way God 
traditionally worked in the world. Jesus really didn’t meet 
either of those expectations. And so many couldn’t see Him 
for who He was. 

Therefore, if we are looking for the wrong thing or looking 
for God to reveal himself to us on our terms as we expect him 
to, we almost certainly will look past what is right in front of 

us. We won’t see what our loving God desperately wants us 

to see...won’t experience life with all the meaning, purpose, 
hope and possibility that God intends. 

If we are looking for a God who will give us everything we 
want, when we want it, or places no expectations or demands 
on us, or someone to take away all our pain and struggles and 
challenges or wants us to remain in our comfort zone and 
never change, that God doesn’t exist. 

“What are you looking for? ’How we answer that makes all 
the difference. 

God bless you, Fr. Stan 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS* 

If admitted to the hospital or ER, please call the parish if you want a priest to visit or need an Anointing. 

Maureen Calder 11 Mckayla Pavie 10 Joe Samanka 0  
Annette Susko 11 Tim O’Neill 12 Craig Wilber 0 
Terry Kichline 11 Iolanda Loffredo 12 Mary Louise Gnall 0 
Chris Schoepflin 12 Paul Gellis 1 Michael Malz 0 
Pat Meleski  Gus Garcia 0 

 

INTENTIONS 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week for Catherine Brennan requested by Maria Sweeney. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Please pray for those who have died, especially Robert Mesics, Mildred Breck and Barbara Kneller 
(mother of parishioner Robert Kneller) who passed away this week. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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 PRAYING…as Disciples 
 

 

MASSES / SERVICES 
 

MONDAY JANUARY 15  9:00 AM Nathalie Skorton 

TUESDAY JANUARY 16  9:00 AM John J. Egan 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 17  9:00 AM  Gregory Oswald Sr. 

THURSDAY JANUARY 18  7:00 PM Helen Klucsarits 

FRIDAY JANUARY 19  9:00 AM Hilda Koetting 

SATURDAY JANUARY 20  4:30 PM Valeria Koons 

       People of the Parish 

SUNDAY JANUARY 21  8:00 AM Thomas Howard Sr. 

  10:00 AM Dorothy Folajtar 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you wish to receive Holy 
Communion and find it difficult to join the Communion line, please let 
the usher know and an Extraordinary Minister will bring communion to 
you. Low gluten hosts are available; prior to Mass go to the sacristy to let 
the celebrant know so the host can be prepared. 

 

RECONCILIATION / CONFESSION 
Reconciliation is available before weekend Masses. Saturday 3:30 – 4:15, Sunday 7:15 
– 7:45 am, 9:15 – 9:45 am and by appointment during weekdays. 
 

EMERGENCY and need a priest? Please call 610-266-0695. After hours use ext. 

310, the emergency voice mailbox. 
 

RCIA TOPIC THIS WEEK 
All are welcome to attend the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.) class 
on Tuesdays each week at 7 pm in the large meeting room on the second floor of 
the Parish Office. 
The topic on January 16th will be Mary. 
 

ST. ELIZABETH REGIONAL SCHOOL REGISTRATION 2024 - 2025 
Registration is open for the 2024 – 2025 school year. We have one class for each 
grade: Pre-K, Kindergarten, and some limited openings in other grades. We will be 
graduating 24 Eighth Grade students in June 2024. Please keep them in your prayers 
as they move on to high school. 

OFFICE – 610-266-0695 

 
 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Stanley M. Moczydlowski 
x100 • pastor@sercc.org 
 

DEACON: 
Mike Meder x 202 
Servantmike1@yahoo.com 
 

IN RESIDENCE: 
Rev. Robert Potts x 323 
 

DIRECTOR RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION: 
Mary Spieker x 208 
dirreled@sercc.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY: 
Patrick Oswald x 320 
patoswald96@yahoo.com 
 

FUNERAL COORDINATOR: 
Joan Glover 
jglover@ptd.net 
 

WEDDING COORDINATOR: 
Wendy Ohlsen 
info@sercc.org 
 

BOOKKEEPER: 
Wayne Nicklas x 102 
bookkeeper@sercc.org 
 

Kathy Garcia x 103 
register@sercc.org 
 

MAINTENANCE: 
Tom Shak 
tom.shak@hotmail.com 
 

 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
Kim Kocher x 401 
principal@sercc.org 
 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE ASST: 
Kathi Connors x 400 
school@sercc.org 

 

 

LITURGY 
SACRAMENTS 
DEVOTIONS 
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 LIVING…as Disciples 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
The School Board of Saint Elizabeth Regional School is 
sponsoring their Annual “Kick off to Catholic Schools 
Week” Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, January 27th, in the 
Parish Hall. 
Dinner consists of all-you-can-eat spaghetti, meatballs, 
salad, garlic bread, beverages, and dessert. Seating times are 4:00, 5:30, or 7:00 pm. 
Advance tickets will be available for purchase at the School Office, Parish Office, 
and after all Masses on January 13/14 and 20/21. Advance ticket prices are $13.00 
for adults and $7.00 for children 5 - 12; children under 5 are free. Reservations are 
highly encouraged. We will also sell tickets at the door; Cost at the door the day of 
is $15.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 5 – 12. Takeout will be available. Please 
stop by the school office at 610-264-0143 or the Parish Office at 610-266-0695 if 
you’d like to purchase advance tickets or for more information. 
 

COOKS WITH COLLARS 
Starting January 12! Fr. Stan needs your help! 
Fr. Stan will represent St. Elizabeth in COOKS WITH 
COLLARS, an online cooking competition to raise funds for 
parishes and Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Allentown. 
Visit www.cookswithcollars.com to see your favorite priests 
from around the Diocese creating delicious kitchen concoctions. Vote early and 
vote often (deadline February 12) for our Diocesan top chef! All voting proceeds 
benefit our parish. Thanks for making Fr. Stan and St. Elizabeth Parish the top 
winner this year! 
 

2023 TAX STATEMENTS 
Parishioners wishing a tax statement should call the parish 
office with their e-mail contact information. Tax statements 
will be available by January 31st and will be e-mailed to those 
requesting one. Any donations dated after Dec 31, 2023, will be considered a 2024 
donation. If you do not request an e-mail tax statement none will be provided. 
 

SCRUMPTIOUS PARISH BREAKFAST! 
We will serve our monthly fundraiser Breakfast Buffet on 
Sunday, January 14th from 8:30 – 11:30 am! Come and fill-up 
on all your favorites of bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, home 
fries, pancakes, French toast sticks, Danish, juice, and coffee 
– all for only $10.00/adult and $5.00/child. Children 3 years 
and under are free. Treat your favorite snow shoveler! We are 
incredibly grateful for this month’s sponsors: Marie Koutsouros & Irene Snyder. 
Breakfast Special will be provided by the Spieker Family. 

MINISTRY 
COMMUNITY 

SACRAMENTS 
New to the parish? – Register as a new 
member to receive Sacraments. 
 

INFANT BAPTISM: 
Baptisms are currently being 
celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
month. Registered parish members 
may contact the parish office as soon 
as they learn that a child is on the way 
but should contact the parish office at 
least two months prior to the Baptism 
to register for the Baptism Class. 
 

FIRST PENANCE / EUCHARIST: 
Normally received in 2nd grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is 
required for two years before 
reception. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Normally received in 8th grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is 
required for at least two years before 
reception. 
 

MARRIAGE: 
At least six months before your 
anticipated wedding. Contact the 
pastor for a meeting to go over 
information regarding scheduling and 
the preparation process. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK 
Contact our parish office for the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
prior to surgery or during serious 
illness. Holy Communion is brought 
to the homebound monthly. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

OF ADULTS: (R.C.I.A.) 
Is Jesus inviting you to join His 
Church? Do you want to become 
Catholic? Contact the parish office to 
learn more about this process. We look 
forward to journeying in Faith with 

you. 

http://www.cookswithcollars.com/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

January Breakfast Coupon 

Buy two adult breakfasts and get a child breakfast free! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

PHANTOMS VS. SYRACUSE CRUNCH – ST. ELIZABETH CYO NIGHT 
Join St. Elizabeth CYO at the Phantoms on February 17th when they host the Syracuse Crunch at 7:05 
pm! Discounted tickets purchased by January 19th are $20 ea. Fundraiser back to St. Elizabeth CYO $5 
on each ticket purchase. Questions contact Victoria at 484-523-9108. 
 
 
 

OLD PALM COLLECTION 
You may bring your old palms to church anytime from now to February 4th for us to dispose of properly. 
During the 1800s, both the Sacred Congregation for the Rites and the Holy Office issued 
determinations concerning the issue of ‘blessed items.’ Here are a few examples: A Chalice which becomes 
“unserviceable” is not to be sold, but must be used for some other sacred purpose, or melted. Polluted or 
excess holy water must be poured into the ground. A broken Rosary or religious statue normally would be 
buried. Palms are to be burned, and the ashes then used for distribution on Ash Wednesday or returned 

to the ground. The underlying idea is that what has been dedicated to God should be returned to God, in a sense, the 
same way a person's dead body is committed to the earth. Never should one just “throw out” what has been dedicated 
to God. The normal “rule of thumb” is that anything that has been blessed should be burned, if possible, (and then the 
ashes buried) or if not burned simply buried. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
Please keep the young children of our parish in your prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Saturday, January 20th. 
God, you know me so well. You created me. You know the number of hairs on my head, and you even know the thoughts in 
my heart before I ever knew them. I’m coming to you today as your child, longing to hear from you and asking for your divine 
healing. There’s so much I don’t understand about life. But I do know that with one touch, one word, you can make me 
whole. Please forgive me of my sins and begin your healing from the inside out. 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK RAFFLE 
Saint Elizabeth Catholic Schools Week Raffle $10 per ticket or $50 per sheet due no later than January 
26th to the school, parish office or collection basket! Thank you for your support. 
For more tickets call the school office 610-264-0143. 
 
 
 

GIRL SCOUT COOKIE TIME! 
What is your favorite? Thin Mints, Peanut Butter Patty, Caramel Delights? Get ready for Girl Scout 
cookies! $5 per box, all your favorites will be available! 

Carmel Delites, Thin Mints, Peanut Butter Patties, Peanut Butter Sandwiches, 
Lemonades, Toast-Yay, Shortbread and Adventureful. 

St. Elizabeth’s Troop #63403 will be selling Girl Scout cookies after all the Masses the weekend of 
January 20th and 21st outside of the church. We appreciate your support! 
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 FELLOWSHIP…as Disciples 
 

 

God’s Favorite 
Bethlehem Catholic Theatre invites you to come see “God's Favorite” - Neil Simon’s amusing take on 
The Book of Job. Showtimes: Jan 12 and 13 at 7 pm and Jan 14 at 3 pm in the Becahi Auditorium. 
Tickets available at the door or online at http://bit.ly/becatheater  
 

Make Stewardship Your Resolution in 2024 
Making an estate plan is an act of care for yourself, your loved ones, and your community. By creating your 
plans, you can outline important financial and healthcare decisions for the future, provide for your loved 
ones, and ultimately, act as a steward of everything God has placed in your care. Through our new partnership 
with FreeWill, you can start the new year by completing this important act of care. FreeWill is a secure online 
platform that can walk you through the process of creating your estate plan — 100% free of cost. Please 
scan the QR code or visit our website Giving | Roman Catholic Diocese of Allentown (allentowndiocese.org) to begin. 
 

“St. Peter Rocks Out Mardi Gras” 
When: Saturday, January 27th 
Where: St. Peter Parish Hall, 4 S 5th St, Coplay 
Time: 5 - 10 pm 
Price: $40 pp 
Includes Hot Buffet Dinner followed by dancing to the music of Josef Kroboth. For tickets or 
additional information please contact Beverly and Mike Sobchak at 610-767-1887 
 

Breakfast 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Bath and Knights of Columbus 14464 will be sponsoring a Community Breakfast on Jan. 21st. All 
your favorites will be offered along with the monthly special of Potato Pancakes. Adults $11.00, children 5.00, under 6 
free. Church Basement 117 Washington St. Bath, Pa. 7:00 to 11:00 am. 
 

Canned Soup Collection 
St. Elizabeth Parish, P.R.E.P. & School students will come together this January to 
help provide soup for the Chew St. Soup Kitchen and the Whitehall-Coplay Hunger 
Initiative. We will be collecting donations of canned soup in the vestibule of the church 
on January 27 & 28. (Please no tomato soup.) 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS TO THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 
 

Retrouvaille: Rediscover the Love in your Marriage. 
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced 
Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this on. 
Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for 
marriage problems, difficulties, or crises. The next program will be held February 16 - 18 at 
the Family Life Center in Malvern. For more information, or to register, visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are strictly confidential.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
Community 
Events 

http://bit.ly/becatheater
https://www.allentowndiocese.org/giving
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/
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ST. ELIZABETH IS UPDATING OUR RECORDS 
Please use the following to update your contact information for our parish records. Your e-mail will be used to send you 
essential information. The list will not be sold and announcements will be made to let you know a message may be 
coming. Announcements will be made through Mass, bulletin, Facebook, and our website. 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Please fill out the information below, fold it and place it in the collection basket 
or e-mail the parish office at info@sercc.org with the following information. 
 
Please print legibly. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: ______________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Thank you for helping us keep your contact information up to date. 
 
 
God Bless You and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Fr. Stan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@sercc.org
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