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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

The Gospel reading is one which really does two 
things for me. The first is that it gives me hope. The 
reason I say that is simple; there are all sorts of things in 
me that are not healthy, holy, and life-giving. It’s never 
easy to say but it’s the truth. I’m a sinner. I can carry 
grudges, say the wrong thing, and do the wrong thing. I 
can harbor petty and prejudicial attitudes. I can judge 
where I shouldn’t. I can act out of self-interest and not 
always with the wellbeing of others in mind. I could go 
on and on. Maybe you feel the same way. Put simply; 
there can be at times, a kind of ugliness within me, a lack 
of generosity of heart, a spirit of ‘me first’. In other 
words, I’m kind of broken and I don’t like that. I wish 
these things could be taken away, removed, and made 
powerless. 

Then we hear the scripture. A tormented man in the 
grips of something he seems to have no power or control 
over encounters Jesus and Jesus makes it all better. Our 
loving God steps in and restores the man to health, to 
wholeness, to a life free from the forces that seek to drag 
him down a dangerous and unholy path. Jesus doesn’t 
ignore the man, nor flee from him. Rather, He 
encounters him, and the man’s life is changed forever. 

I said earlier that this reading gives me hope because, 
in many ways, I am that man. My heart is grateful for a 
God who wants nothing more than to reach out and fix 
whatever is broken, heal what is wounded, and remove 
whatever is getting in the way of us being the best we can 
be. This gospel reading shows me that I can’t make it 

through life alone, but I don’t have to. That part gives 
me hope. The other way this reading affects me is that it 
clearly challenges me. Probably the greatest challenge 
each of us has in living out our faith is genuinely believing 
we are called to live lives in imitation of Christ. Jesus 
came to save us, that is true. Jesus also came to show us 
how to live, how to think, how to see, how to act; that is, 
how to love. It was Jesus’ refusal to do anything BUT 
love that led Him to the cross, a love so strong that it 
even rendered death powerless. Imagine that death has 
no power in the face of perfect love. 

While we will never love as perfectly as Jesus, we are 
called to strive for precisely that - to try to do the right 
thing by every person in every situation. God wants 
nothing less from us. Jesus gave that sort of faithfulness 
to His Father and the consequence was a miracle of the 
highest order. 

We can’t just see ourselves as the man tormented by 
the demon in today’s gospel. We must also see ourselves 
as Jesus - as the one reaching out to the person in pain, 
reaching out in love, helping the man be free of all that 
is keeping him bound. We can’t simply say, ‘That’s God’s 
problem.’ God’s problems are our problems - not 
because it has to be that way, but because God wants it 
that way - He wants us to share in His mission, share in 
His goodness, share in His very life. And we can do that 
by loving. It’s as simple as that. 

God bless you, Fr. Stan 
 

 

OUR PRAYER INTENTIONS* 

If admitted to the hospital or ER, please call the parish if you want a priest to visit or need an Anointing. 

Maureen Calder 11 Mckayla Pavie 10 Joe Samanka 0  
Annette Susko 11 Tim O’Neill 12 Craig Wilber 0 
Terry Kichline 11 Iolanda Loffredo 12 Mary Louise Gnall 0 
Chris Schoepflin 12 Paul Gellis 1 Michael Malz 0 
Lourdes Oswald 0 Amelia Buchman 1 Gus Garcia 0 

 

INTENTIONS 
The Sanctuary Candle burns this week for Tony Masucci requested by Bruno & Julia Masucci. 

The bells will ring this week for Tony Masucci requested by Bruno & Julia Masucci 

1FEAST OF ST. BLAISE 
St. Blaise will be celebrated on Saturday, February 3, and Sunday February 4 after the Masses. 
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 PRAYING…as Disciples 
 

 

MASSES / SERVICES 
 

MONDAY JANUARY 29  9:00 AM William Koons 

TUESDAY JANUARY 30  9:00 AM Kathryn Orndorff Tauber 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 31  9:00 AM Magdalen A. Janny 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 1  7:00 PM Gail Saunders 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 2  9:00 AM Enrollees of Memorial Fund 

       Divine Mercy 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3  8:30 AM Oliver Klitsch 

4:30 PM John Niemczak 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4  8:00 AM Frank Mayernik 

 10:00 AM Tony Masucci 

       People of the Parish 

 

TO THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 
We welcome you to Mass each weekend. If you wish to receive Holy 
Communion and find it difficult to join the Communion line, please let the 
usher know and an Extraordinary Minister will bring communion to you. 
Low gluten hosts are available; prior to Mass go to the sacristy to let the 
celebrant know so the host can be prepared. 

 

RECONCILIATION / CONFESSION 
Reconciliation is available before weekend Masses. Saturday 3:30 – 4:15, Sunday 7:15 
– 7:45 am, 9:15 – 9:45 am and by appointment during weekdays. 
 

EMERGENCY and need a priest? Please call 610-266-0695. After hours use ext. 

310, the emergency voice mailbox. 
 

Please pray for the following military members currently serving. 

 

SSgt. Jon Bonnell US Marines 

1Lt. Ethan Downey US Air Force 

Lt. Col. Julie Glover US Air Force 

Capt. Ryan Gutshall US Army 

PO2 Eric Knapp US Navy 

Sgt. Michael Merryman US Army 

IT3 Daniel J. Peterson US Navy 

SSgt. Jim Peterson US Army 

ABF3 Jonathon Russell US Navy 

2Lt. Michael J. Smith US Army 

Capt. Angela Stella US Air Force 

Pvt. Christopher Sweeney US Army 

OFFICE – 610-266-0695 

 
 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Stanley M. Moczydlowski 
x100 • pastor@sercc.org 
 

DEACON: 
Mike Meder x 202 
Servantmike1@yahoo.com 
 

IN RESIDENCE: 
Rev. Robert Potts x 323 
 

DIRECTOR RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION: 
Mary Spieker x 208 
dirreled@sercc.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY: 
Patrick Oswald x 320 
patoswald96@yahoo.com 
 

FUNERAL COORDINATOR: 
Joan Glover 
jglover@ptd.net 
 

WEDDING COORDINATOR: 
Wendy Ohlsen 
info@sercc.org 
 

BOOKKEEPER: 
Wayne Nicklas x 102 
bookkeeper@sercc.org 
 

Kathy Garcia x 103 
register@sercc.org 
 

MAINTENANCE: 
Tom Shak 
tom.shak@hotmail.com 
 

 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
Kim Kocher x 401 
principal@sercc.org 
 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE ASST: 
Kathi Connors x 400 
school@sercc.org 

 

 

LITURGY 
SACRAMENTS 
DEVOTIONS 
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 LIVING…as Disciples 
 

COOKS WITH COLLARS 
Fr. Stan needs your help! Visit www.cookswithcollars.com to see 

your favorite priests from around the Diocese creating delicious 
kitchen concoctions. Vote early and vote often (deadline 
February 12) for our Diocesan top chef! All voting proceeds benefit our parish. 
Thanks for making Fr. Stan and St. Elizabeth Parish the top winner this year! 
 

OLD PALM COLLECTION 
You may bring your old palms to church anytime from now to 
February 4th for us to dispose of properly. The normal “rule of 
thumb” is that anything that has been blessed should be burned, if 
possible, (and then the ashes buried) or if not burned simply buried. 
 

2023 TAX STATEMENTS 
Tax statements will be available by January 31st and will be e-
mailed to those requesting one. Any donations dated after Dec 31, 
2023, will be considered a 2024 donation. If you do not request 
an e-mail tax statement none will be provided. 
 

OPERATION RICE BOWL – CHILDREN’S DONATION BOXES 
The children of St. Elizabeth Parish will collect donations for 
Operation Rice Bowl this year. As Lent arrives on February 14th 
our children in Pre-K through 8th grade will be given donation 
boxes, one per family. Please return the boxes by March 25th. All 
donations will be sent directly to Catholic Relief Services to bring food and drink 
to our hungry world. We thank you for supporting this important ministry. 
 

EPIPHANY PRAYER SERVICE 
St. Elizabeth Parish P.R.E.P. families 
celebrated Epiphany with a beautiful prayer 
service on January 9th. The participants 
included our pastor: Fr. Stan, Deacon Mike, 
PREP Catechists: Christina Novak, Scott 
Hamilton, and Davian Emery. Dressing as the Three Wisemen were: Antonia Dato, 
Carmella Dato, and Jacob Colon. We followed the prayer service with a time of fun 
and fellowship in the parish hall celebrating Jesus’ birthday! 
 

ADVENT GIVING TREE & ADOPTING FAMILIES 
Many thanks to all those who donated toward our Advent Giving 
Tree. All donations were given to Catholic Charities and the Cay 
Galgon Life House in Bethlehem to help struggling families in their 
time of need. We were also able to help with Christmas gifts for 41 children through 
our “Adopt a Family for Christmas”. Twenty Families were our “Secret Santas”. 
Your generosity helped make their Christmas extra special. We are grateful for the 
many giving hearts who bring happiness and love to others. May God bless you for 
your kind generosity! Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2024! 

MINISTRY 
COMMUNITY 

SACRAMENTS 
New to the parish? – Register as a new 
member to receive Sacraments. 
 

INFANT BAPTISM: 
Baptisms are currently being 
celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
month. Registered parish members 
may contact the parish office as soon 
as they learn that a child is on the way 
but should contact the parish office at 
least two months prior to the Baptism 
to register for the Baptism Class. 
 

FIRST PENANCE / EUCHARIST: 
Normally received in 2nd grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is 
required for two years before 
reception. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Normally received in 8th grade. Parish 
member’s enrollment in St. Elizabeth 
Regional School or Parish Religious 
Education Program (P.R.E.P) is 
required for at least two years before 
reception. 
 

MARRIAGE: 
At least six months before your 
anticipated wedding. Contact the 
pastor for a meeting to go over 
information regarding scheduling and 
the preparation process. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK 
Contact our parish office for the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
prior to surgery or during serious 
illness. Holy Communion is brought 
to the homebound monthly. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

OF ADULTS: (R.C.I.A.) 
Is Jesus inviting you to join His 
Church? Do you want to become 
Catholic? Contact the parish office to 
learn more about this process. We look 
forward to journeying in Faith with 

you. 

http://www.cookswithcollars.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.diocesehelena.org/news-events/mt-catholic/archives/2011/feb/_images/crs-operation-rice-bowl-trans.png&imgrefurl=http://www.diocesehelena.org/news-events/mt-catholic/archives/2011/feb/operation-rice-bowl.html&h=151&w=150&sz=8&tbnid=HxI0Pa40p_gj4M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=88&prev=/search?q=operation+rice+bowl+picture&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=operation+rice+bowl+picture&usg=__H-JcszsVgs1d56Obm2eN1MGAxmM=&docid=oBijeUc0O2p-PM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=H4cmUYKiFJCN0QG3toGoDA&ved=0CFMQ9QEwCw
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FELLOWSHIP…as Disciples 
 

 

Canned Soup Collection 
St. Elizabeth Parish, P.R.E.P. & School students are collecting soup for the Chew St. Soup 
Kitchen and the Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative. We will be collecting donations of 
canned soup in the vestibule of the church on January 27 & 28. (Please no tomato soup.) 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS TO THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 
 

Retrouvaille: Rediscover the Love in your Marriage. 
Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy. It provides help for 
marriage problems, difficulties, or crises. The next program will be held February 16 – 18. 
For more information call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. Inquiries are strictly confidential. 
 

St. John’s Cupid’s Arrow Oldies Dance 
Dance is in the Social Hall at 924 N. Front St. Allentown on Saturday February 2nd. Featuring 
CHASBAND, $5 per person – BYOB – Kitchen Open. Dance from 7 – 10 pm, Questions call Bill 
Drost 610-432-3505.  
 

LAOH Mass to commemorate St. Brigid 
To commemorate the feast day of St. Brigid, the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH) is honored to celebrate 
on Saturday, February 3rd, at the 4:00 Mass at Immaculate Conception Church, 501 Ridge Ave, Allentown. In the 
generous spirit of St. Brigid, we will be accepting non-perishable food donations for a local Food Bank. We hope 
that you will join us! Membership in the AOH/LAOH is open to practicing Catholics of Irish descent (birth or 
marriage). For more information, contact Maura O’Donnell Roszyk at lehighvalleyLAOHprez@gmail.com. 
 

Cay Galgon Life House Lenten Giving Tree 
Instead of the Baby Bottle Campaign this year, donations can be made directly from Amazon 
(link provided below) and shipped directly to 

Life House at 714 W. Broad St., Bethlehem, PA 18018. 
For those who do not wish to donate in this way, we will have a Lenten Giving Tree up in the 
vestibule of the church for you to pick tags and drop off donations by Monday, March 25. 

We greatly appreciate your support! 
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3TUKCUKASZH3U?ref_=abls_nvfly_yl 

 

 
Open House 
Allentown Central Catholic High School will be hosting its Winter Open 
House next Sunday, February 4th, from 2:00 - 4:00 PM. Come tour the 
school, meet the teachers, and talk with current students. Stop by the 
school at 301 N. 4th St. in Allentown or visit the school website at 
acchs.info for more details. 
 

St. John the Baptist (Stiles) Tricky Tray 
St. John the Baptist Church, Whitehall, will sponsor their 18th Annual 

Tricky Tray/Basket Social on Saturday, February 17th, 9:00 am. to 7:00 
pm. at their Social Hall, 3120 Chestnut St. Ticket entries one day only! 
Tickets purchased at the door. You do not have to be present to win. 

Winners will be called and can pick up baskets on Sunday, February 18th. 
Please call 610-262-2260. 

 

Upcoming 
Community 
Events 

mailto:lehighvalleyLAOHprez@gmail.com
http://acchs.info/
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